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To the Right Honourable 


RICHARD 


| | Earl of Burlington and Cork, 


Lord High Treaſurer of Ireland. 
AND 
The HONOURABLE 


Sir Henry Aſhburſt, Baronet ; 


Z — Executors to the Honourable 
% Robert Boyle, Eſquire, 


T has been an Injury 
too often done to the 
Memory of Perſons 
eminent for Knowledge , 
A 2 Learn- 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Learning, and Virtue, to 
have after their Death ſuch 
Works obtruded upon - the 
World for theirs, as have 
been deſervedly ſuſpeRted ; | 
or if theirs , yet were never | 
intended by them in that | 
{qualid, broken, and imper- 
fe& condition, to have been 
publiſhed. Bur as for this 
Trat you were pleaſed 
to put into my hands to 
. peruſe, it 1s not only cer - 
tain- that it was Wrote 
by the Honourable Perſon 


whoſe Name it bears; bur 
| allo 


bed 


ED 


of Uncontroul'd Liberty 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


allo that it was defigned by 


him for the Preſs;as ſome Pal- 
lagesinit do apparently ſhew. 
And if this Noble and 


Learned Author thought it 


ſeaſonable for thoſe Times _ 


and Confuſi on in which it 


1 was wrote, itisas ſcaſonable, 


if not more, at the preſent; 
when that Vice againſt which 
it is direted , has of late 


Years ſo far prevaild, tothe 


great Diſhonour of . our Na- 


tion, as well as our Religion, 


that the Patriots of our 
.A3 Coun- 


T he Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Countrey allembled in Par- 
liament , have been thereby 
juſtly provok'd to prepare | 
"that late Bill (which fmce has | 

paſs'd the Royal Aſent) | 
for the better and more ct 
fectual Puniſhment and Sup- 
preſſion of it. A Deli gn 
becoming fo Auguſt an Al- 
lembly; and in the. Profecu- 
tion of which your Honours 
muſt be eſteemed to have 
done conſi derable Service , 
eſpecially by the Publication 
of this Treatiſe, which' has 
been ſo Le arh recovered , 

and 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
and by a ſingular Providence 
reſerved, as it were, for fuch 
a ſpecial Seafon and Service. 
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THE 


PUBLISHER 


TO THE 


[READER 


HESE Two 
TraFs againit Cu- 
ſtomary Swearing 
, | and Cueſ ing, lately met with 
| Spe. the Papers "of a Per- 
' ſon of Quality, and an intt- 
mate Acquaintance of the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Robert Boyle, 
T ranſcribed by bis own Hond 
were - upon Peruſal, Per-. 


fel} 


To the Reader. 
feft and Fitted for the Preſs ; 


except the Gloſe of a Dedica- 
tory Epiſtle to his Noble Siſter, 
tbe Counteſs of Kildare, which 
( as far as appears by the 
Copy _) he had but juſt be- 


T be. Year mnſerted on the q 
Title Page, as well'1s a paſe ? 
ſage or. «wo in the former 
of theſe, ſbews that it was 
Penned toward the latter end 
of the late Unhappy Times, 
when be was about Twenty 
Years Old; by which time 
(if I am not miſtaken 
this was the Third 1 reatiſe 
be bad prepared for the Pub- 
lick; 


To'the R cader. 


lick; the other Two being 
| that of Seraphick | Love , 


erwards Deed, pay An 


refered fo in-this. 
1 cannot ſay ( though there 

' is a ſenſoble Conformity be- 
tween the Style of theſe and 
others of his Books _)' but that 
this Honourable Author , if 
be had. been to write. upon 
this Argument mm his Kaper 
Years, might. have given it 
| a foner {arn.; and added, out 
| bis vast ſtore of Learnin 
l $ T bong "x — to. - 
8 weight a force of it. But 
there is in the management 0 of 
| i, 


Efay of Miſtaken Modelty, 
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| To the Reader. 
A it, ſuch a flrain of Modeſty 
© and unaſfetted Piety, ſuch an 
affetionate Zeal for the Ho- i 
nour of Almighty God, and | 
ſuch a paſſionate concernment | 
for the Well-doing and Happi- 
neſs of thoſe of bis Acquain- 
tance, for whoſe uſe this ſeems | 
more eſpecially deſegned ; and * 
in fine, ſo much Truth, Rea- 
fon, and Obſervation ( as the 
Pleas and Excules bere under- 
taken and anſwered 
that muſt above all recommend 
it to ſuch as bave bis Name © 
in Remembrance and Venera- 
tion.” 2th 


A Name, 


To the Reader. 
A Name, methinks, better 
J than that of Sons | and of 
Daughters, than that of 
7 Blood and: Deſcent ; and that 
| ſhould provoke thoſe of Emi- 
JT nent Exiraftion and Station, 
g to an Imitation of fo Worthy 
and Glorious an Example. 
What happy Inſtruments 
4 might they then be of Good to 
4 Mankind, by their wiſe Con- 
T du@ and their exemplary Ver- 
tues! What a reftraint would 
this lay, above that of Laws, 
on their Dependants. and Infe- 
riors | For bow - would ſuch 
dare to offend, that are ſure to - 


find no Gountenance or Pro- 
tection 2 


 Fo'the R cader. 
tefion 2 And what. P roteTi- 
on or Countenance could tbey 
expe from 'abeir Superiarc, 
hol e Lives would-be a con- 
tinual Reproof, and where they 

could find no more a Prefs Js: 
than tbey do.a Law to encou- 
rage chemi in their wicked Oaths 
and Blaſphemies, To bring | 
Vices into diſparagement, and - | 
to repreſent the Folly, as well | 
as the Sin of them to the 
better-bred part of Mankind, 
Was the Generous and Pious 
 Defignof this Learned Autbor ; 
and of thoſe Honourable Per- 
ſons, that from their Relation 
to bim_by Blood or Friendſhip, 


have 


S Publication. ALD ".c,{/ 


To the Reader. 
 bave hbeen\\\concerned. in \the 
Wo F oward:the atter Exter- 
tmination of hich umongſt us, 
there ſeems to. be, as. human 
means, nathing, more neceſſary 
tban.the Vigilance of our Ma: 
giftrates, wbo.are now'as well 
3 and\fully Empowered ,. as ob- 
] liged by the Law to ſee to the 
| Puniſhment of it ; and for the 
due Execution of which, they 
will moſt certainly have the 
good Wiſhes, Aſfiſtance , and 
Prayers of all Good men; and 
which is more than all, the 
i Bleſſing and Rewards of 
Heaven. 


I have 


To :the Reader. 


| T have only this to add, 
: That the Second Tra, or 
Letter, ſeems to proceed from 
the ſame Hand with the Firſt, 
being ' agreeable to it in the 
Stile as well as the Deſogn of it ; 
and ſo the Naming Mr. Boyle- 
in it, is but a decent Cover 
for the: Concealment of bim- 
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J Cuſtomary SwEAarinG: 


WH OU GH Tdoubt 
MAES not but that it is 
S=% much more cafy to 
go make moſt Swear- 
$$ ers Profelytes than 
"8 Converts, and a 
Fask of leſs Difficulty to convince 
their Judgments, than to reforni 
their Practice ; yet that they may 
hot bave any colour to father upon 
Ignorance ' what is uſually the 
Child of ſome much guiltier Pa- 
Pk '> EB. rent; 


("0 m——— 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 

rent, it will be ( poſſibly) nolels | 
uſeful. than neceſſary, briefly to 
direc them to thoſe Texts of Scri- 
pture, where all thoſe that ac- 
knowledge God's Word, may find 
the Condemnation of that Vice. 

Firſt then, the "Third Com- i 

. mandment flatly forbids unnece(- 

_ fary Oaths, in terms that are rati- 
fied by theſe words of our Re- 
re in St. Matthew's Goſpel ; 

* Te have heard what bath been ſaid by 

. them of old time, Thou ſhale not he x 
| ſmear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform unto 
the Lord thy oaths : But Ifay unto you, 
Swear not at all ; neither by heaven, 
for it is God's thane” nor by the 
earth, &c. And a linals under, But | 
let your communication be yea, yea; nay, 
nay ; for whatſoever is more than theſe | 
cometh of evil, The Sum of which 
Prohibition is thus repeated by 


St. James, towards the cloſe of his 
_ Catho- 


Cuftomary Swearing? 
>atholick Epiſtle ; But above all 


by beaven, neither hy the earth, neither 
by any other oath, but let your yea. be 
za, and your nay nay, left you fall into 
Condewpnation, And ſuitable to theſe 
Eclear Paſſages of both Teſtaments, 


Sheuſerk a Righteous mian by him 
that feareth an oath. So in Hoſea, 


7 3 Swearing has the Van of the moſt 
| crying and provoking Sins, in that 


0 if ſame diſmal paſſage; By fweari ng, Hoſ 42,30 | 


» if and hing, and killing, and ſtealing, and 
> i committing adultery, they: break out, 
and blood toucheth blood : Therefore 
8 ſhall the land mourn, andevery one that 
dwelleth therein ſhall languiſh, with the 
beaſts of the field, and 6 the fowls 
of heaven ; yea, the fiſhes of the ſea 
Fs betaken away. And in ano- 


things, my brethren, ſwear not, neither 7." 


the Wiſeman characters a Sinks 
by him' that ſiweareth ; and para- ted. 9. 


Prophet we find this T hreac 
| B 2 : ICs 
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* 


&S 9, 


a es RO ITO > 0" */ 48 aw ks” . hh 6 " © ati " "Pr $4, x af ES 
RL OE > ome ' - P.. 202 += + o, SNBEL A hag Ea. otorgs oe "Ea 7 : TL 
_ = Y —_ * 2 ———WM, 5th non S - —_ on _ * . pat cc - ” ,— 2 
oy _ 3: C8 m , mg L bs. —_ OI, mh oo ge ——p————_— - vals 
hay $212. gs So BEE tes "IS > atom. Pie, o nS: og ne : FEES 
—_— — a EC I5 A - 2-1 IS - 6 nas a8” +: Mo 4 q _ - 
” => - _ - wo oe — —_— _ FL k 4 pe IR a - oo 
p ; 6 TS "E; =—&- __ WY —— Sa « bots Be Dea __——> TMEY .<; _- pA 
- "ARES... Sod ov moos 'Y : 
=: ” tha, #4 _2 4 oo ger ES 


A— > cs 
k 2 EE 
«4 us Farr oe od 

— - 


" . = 
, VP 4 ——— 3 o ; k 
F . a we og 0 wa R 4} £ 4 %- A 5 > 
- . _ OY = : = _ : as < "_— Reo 3». _ 
ML nn ret We ns ee ene Om bot At EO 2 14" 3 OS . 6+ re IG. wg 4 - wi 4 we -—- —_ 
_—_ - » Y h% ns het nn-othey # - 
m - Fon i 
£ ry __ , IT SEC +I x ths 
I you 
"7 o” - - oy 
_ C : q 
=. wie Gs s v 


—_—_ SE GC IR_— rr Se WI” TIS exms—ne egy ne _ —_—— 
_—_ w = _s "Res as Ks a «= 4 24 Dna 
4 I £ 5 > , >» <3 
bo vet - B- WS 
. __ . 
TC 


& Fee _ -> 
- - _—_— a. 
ok RD : yy Wy 

——— 6 mr WIT = » 


wowed 
oy 
-, 


—_ IS 
pon 
a en 


4. A Diſcourſe againſt 
Zech.5.3. recorded 3 And every one that ſwear: 
eth ſhall be cut off. Which Paſlages 
might eaſily be reinforced with 
others of the ſame nature; if I did 
 nocthink theſe that.are already al-8 
ledged , abundantly ſufficient ; 
where we pay not our Faith ro 
the Number of the Texts, but to 
the Authority of the Inditer. i 
'But alas! how much more ealy 
- is it ro make men condemn their 
Sins, than to perſuade them to for- | 
ſake them ? Certainly our Under- | 
ſtandings are (uſually ) much ho- i 
neſter than our Wills; ic being 
far eaſter to reconcile mens Judg- i 
ments to the Truth , than their ij 
Practice to their Judgment. Cu- F 
ſtomary and unneceſſary Swear- | 
ing ( for that's the ſole Enemy I | 
-undertake) is fo confeſſedly un- | 
lawful, that they are aſhamed to 
defend It, that bluſh not to pra- 
Etice 


 Cuſtomary Swearing. 


Ctice.it ; and even they renounce it 


1n ble; Opinions, that molt che- 


Tiſh -ic in their Diſcourſe. But 


methinks this knowledge of the 
xl they at, ſhould make them 
apprehend chat Menace of our Sa- 
@ viour , which he threatens, He rake 12. _ 

F that knoweth his maſter's will, and doth 
Fit not. ſhall be beaten with many 
Js /trip es: \For lumbles are more oo 
YI | donable by Night than by day ; 

.. & and the knowledge of what we 
_ | do, whilſt ir lends us direction, 


robs us of excuſe; and if ir do not 
impede, it aggravates our faults ; 
fince he thar does what he con- 


| | demns, condemns what he does. 
[ Upon which {core our Bleſſed Sa- 
' viour. ſaid , That Thre and Sidon Mat. 17. 


2 2. 
ſhould feel a milder ele at "i 


the day of judgment, than thoſe un« 
rateful Towns Chorazin and Beth-- * 


Jus where. the light of his Do- 


B 3 *' an 


P Diſcourſe againſt 
Qrine had ſhone fo clearly, and | 
the Miracles of his Life had been 
ſo- familiar. And accordingly , 
we' may obſerve, That the De- 
vils that had no Tempter to their | 
Fall, have found no Pardon for it; | 
but having finn'd againſt ſo cleara j 
light, are hopeleſly reſerv'd in chains 
of utter darkneſs, to endure RREOUs 
Torments: unto all Ecernity. N 


.Sz or. I 


UT that we may heave our 


Swearer as little Pretence 


25 Reaſon for his Obſtinacy, let us 
fragly and orderly examine his | 
Allegations , 'and tear of thoſe i 
Fig-leaves af Evaſions and Excu- | 
fie the: Devil teaches him to ſow 
gether, to hide his own Defor- 
micy from himſelf. 7 596 


oy 


PLEA 


' Guſtomary Swearing. 


P. LE: A LIL 


' Amongſt thele, the firſt Alle- 
[gation 'we are to remove, is this, 
Thar Swearing is indeed a Sin, 
| but that (as Lot ſaid of Zoar ; WR hs 
it is but a little one, for were it of 20. 
the blacker Dye, in what a ſad 
condition were mankind, ſince the 
number of Swearers is not inferior 
to that of Men. 


Anſwer. Bar certainly he that , 
© ſcriouſly conſiders whom the leaft 
& fin offends, and what it merits ; 

how Infinite a Juſtice, _—_ 
and Goodneſs, ic provokes , 

how incolerable and maids a 

Puniſhment 'is due unto. ic, will 

_ eaſily concede, Thar to believe 

any Sin otherwiſe than compara- 

g tively little, is in it ſelf an Error 

_ abſolutely great; for the' moſt 

- dwart- 


8 © A Diſcourſe againſt 
dwarhſh are to be called'ſmall, 
but in the ſenſe that the Aſtronomers 

_ call 'the Earth a Point; for ſo in- 
deed it is, compar'd tothe Firma- 
ment; but in it ſelf conſidered, 
tis ſo vaſt, that the Spots and 
Shreds of it are both the Stage | 

and che Subjects of ' the Ambition 
of Conquerors, and the Jars of | 
Monarchs. Andtruly, fince the 
leaſt (unpardon'd ) Sin is ſufficient 
todamn vs, . methinks we ſhonld 

as licrle fight perty Faulcs, becauſe 
there are fouler Crimes, as we do 
Piftols' now there: are Cannons 
uſed, But.granting this Aſlertion 

to be true in the general, it will 
forfeit: chart Attribute" in this Ap- 
plication'; for this'Sin is one of | 
thoſe that are expreſly and by 
"name forbidden in the Ten Com- 

_ *mandments; where it js not only 
liſted among, but has the Prece- 
= wy dency 


Wm, u# WY” nel RK 


C uſtomary O wearing 


dency of Murther, Theft, and of 
_ Adultery ; being the fole Com- 
' mandment (ſave one) that has 
| a Threat annexed to the Law; 


which in this paſlage is, For the 


| Lord will not. bold him ouiltleſs that 


taketh bis name in vain, In which 


laſt words, ' the great®Lawgiver 
 foreſceing 


men would be veryre- 
mils in the proſecution of aFaulr, 


| 1n which their want of ZEilous 
' Piety makes them not to be con- 
'cern'd, declares: that he himſelf 
| will cake the Vindication of his 
Honour into his own hands, and 
inflict himſelf the Puniſhment of 
-2 Crime, that fears it but from 
'Him.- And then if thoſe Tre(- 


paſſes be not ſeverely dealt with, 


that are alone puniſhable by the 


Supreme Magiſtrate, let all con- 


| fider what a fearful thing it is to fall Heb. to, 
into the hands of the living God. ON. 


Which | 


A Diſcourſe againſt 
Which brings into my mind a pret- 
ty Extravagancy that is reported 
of the Tarkiſh Laws; which pu- 
niſh Blaſphemy ( as they call ic) 
againſt Hahomet with inevitable 
Death, but enact no-Penalty upon 
_ the like diſhonour offer'd to God. 

Becauſe Mahomet (lay they) is 
not in a condition tq, vindicate 
himſelf ; but God is ever able to 
revenge his own Aﬀronts, and 
rapes they refign that care to 
Him. Who indeed many times 
has (in ſuch caſes) done it fo 
ſoundly, and fo much to the pur- 
pole, that thoſe ſawcy Wretches i 
have had cauſe to think it as poor | 
a Privilege to have their Oaths | 
out of the cognizance of the Laws 
of men, as thieving Beggars do 
to be exempted from: the danger 
of the Beadle and the: Stocks, be- 
cauſe their Crimes are reſerved for 
the Gallows, Buc 


< flomary Swearing. 


| - But tro reſume our Proofs of 
| the Sinfulneſs of Swearing : Ad- 
mit the Guile of Single Oaths: 
were no {eſs venial than is pre- 
tended; yet certainly, when in 
moſt Swearers the frequency of 
ſwearing is ſo great, that one day 
may be guilty of more than a 
Thouſand Oaths ; (theſe Sins not 

growing . fi ngle ,, as Apples or 

| Cherries, but like Grapes by clu- 

| ers; the Swearer's Devil having + 
2title to the name of the Gadarene Mark 5.9. 
' Spiric, that, anſwering our Savi- 

our, called himſelf Legion) their 

| Mualricude cannot but render them 
conſiderable : And he that re- 

= members that a Thouſand Holes 

- may as well fink a Ship, as ſome. 
great Leaks, will conclude Oaths 
ro be extremely dangerous, at leaſt | 
for their Number, tho they were 
Not ſo for their Heinouſnels. Nor 
wy a8 


12 A. Diſcourſe againſt. 
are they only ruinous. to-thePer- 
ſons that-uſe them, but have a de- 

»ſtruftive Influence upon that State 
that ſuffers them, For whether 
or no what the-Prophet related 
'once'of Judah, Becauſe of ſwearing, 
the land mourneth,. be nota fulfilled 
Prophecy of England, I wiſh'it 
were rather Charity than Partja- 
lity codoubrt. For tho the multi- 
tude and variety of our Sins be ſo 
great, that'*cis a puzzling Task to 
determine . to what particular 
Crimes our Calamities are due, 

_ yet certainly our Oaths are toq 
conſiderable an acceſſion to our 
ſins, not to infuſe a ſuitable pro- 
portion of Gall and Wormwood 
Into that bitter Cup ( of Aflicti- 
on). theſe gaſping : Kingdoms 
drink fo deeply of ;. and whatſa- 

| everfeather'd, I am confident our 
 " Qaths have ſtrangely pointed 
thoſe 


' Cuſtomary Swearing. 
thoſe faral Arrows that. deſtroy 


theſe Nations. 
As for the ſuppoſal this Miſtake 


'is built on (the Involvedneſs of 
all men in the Guile of Swearing) 
It is as weak as *cis uncharitable ; 


for ( beſides that vo allow no bo- 


dy an Innocence from ſwearing, is 
as much a Slander to mankind in ' 
'1ts preſent condition, as it would 


be its Crime if the accuſation were 


ere Þ our Saviour gives us the 
World's 'Example rather for a - 


Caution; than for Imitation : 


Where he tells us, That the Way 
'to Hell is a Road, and throng'd Mat. 7.13; 
with Numerous Travellers; but 
| Heaven's Path is narrow, and the 
Gate that inlets to thoſe Manſions 
.of Bliſs, as unfrequented as tis 
ſtrair.. Even Mahomet himſelf (in 
his diſcourſe with the Jew Adia) 
"od at the Laſt Day divided 


Man- 


14 


A \Difeourſe deainſt | 


Mankind into Threeſcore Troops; 


makes but Three of them Belie- 


' vers, and all the reſt Reprobares. 


But certainly he whoſe Command 


Exod. 23. thisis, Thou ſhalt. not follow a multi- 


tude to do evil, Will hardly take the 


' Practice of thas Mulcitade for a 


juſt diſpenſation of the Law of 


that God, who having command- 


ed us to live by Good- Precepts, 
will ſcarce accept it for an Excuſe, 


. that we have err'd by Bad _ 


ples. *Twould be a ſtrange ab 


furdicy in Phyſick, becauſe a Pe- 


ſtilence is more diſpersd-and epi- | 
demical, to think it therefore the 
lels dangerous; z Or tO believe that 
the Multitude of ſtinking Carkaſ- 


| fes can leflen the Noilomneſs of 


the Stench.. But asin Pious Duties 
the general Concurrence Eontri- 
butes to: the acceptation ; fo in 


Sins, the like Conſent bur haſtens 


ON 


guilty Kingdoms as with leaking 
Boats, where the Number of the 
Paſſengers but makes them fink 


| more nimbly. ' And accordingly 


we read, that the Univerſaliry of 


the: Sodomites Beaſtlineſs was ſo far Ge, 1s. 


from juſtifying each ſingle ſinner, 
that they were all conſum'd with 


Fire from. Heaven , for the ſole 


want of Ten Righteous Perſons. 
'Tis for them only that think it no 
miſery to burn in Hell with others, 


to fancy it no ſin to ſwear with 


Company : . But for the reſt of 


men, let them take this from me, 


that Sins whoſe ſeeming Petrineſs 


makes them leſs formidable , do 


oftentimes prove the moſt dange- 
rous; and he that. dares eſteem 


any Sin ſmall, may ſoon be 
brought to. think none great, 


PLEA 
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.on Revenge : Ir being with the 


32, 
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PLES 1E-:.: 
Well, but objedts the Swearer, 
I do not ſwear ſo often, and my 
Conſcience by ſeldom accuſing 
me of that Sin, 'aflures me that I 
do bur unfrequently commit it. 


Anſw. But ſure in Vice; whoſe 
Eſſence conſiſts in a repugnance 
ro Mediocrity, every little is roo 
much; and he that ſwears feweſt 
Oaths, ſwears yet too many by 
the whole number that he ſwears: 
One Oath'is too many by one, 
when one is enough to damn; 
And who would {wallow Poyſon, 
becauſe obliged ſeldom to repeat 
his draught 2 To pals over this, 
that the ſame Conſiderations that 
contract the ' Number of your 
Oaths, do aggravate their Guilt, 
by arguing both a clearer know- 


ledge! 


- j % 
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ledge of the ill you act, and a 


more bridling power to reſtrain 
it. Butalas! how ſeldom does | 


| 
WH the filence of his Conlcience * hi 
| make for the Swearer? We know t' 

thar Inſenſibility of Pain may as te 

| well proceed from the deadneſs kt 
i and ftupiti'dnels of the part , as "4 
i from a perfe&t and unmoleſted qr 
\  Healch. In fighting, char is held lk 
i heavier blow, that ( ſtunning ) Vis 


takes away the ſenſe of Pain, than 
| that which pains the Senſe. Be- 
ware your Tranquility reſemble 
you not to the Toad, that feels 
not Poyſon, becauſe he is all Poy- 
ſon; and reſents no alteration 
from ic, becauſe 'tis natural to 


him. There are Legions of Swear- 
: ers, in whole mouths Cuftom 
i ſwears undiſcernedly.; and who 
2 being rax'd with it, ( and believe 


what they ſpeak roo) ſwear that 
| C they 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 
they are no. Swearers, and thus 
commit the fault they would wipe 
off the imputation of. But wile 
Phyſicians hold ita fatal Symptom 
when Excrements _ are voided 
without the Patient's knowledge ; 
and *tis a ſign that the Thief has 
haunted long, when the Maſtiff 
forbears to bark at him. 1n ſuch 
eaſes, Conſcience, like oppreſs'd 
Subje&s under an arm'd Tyrant, 
forbears Expoſtulations, not out 
of want of the cauſes of com- 
plaint, but out of uſe of ſuffer- 
1ngs. But certainly this Lethargy 
.of Security is much more dange- 
rous than the Feayer of a reſtleſs 
Conſcience ; fince in the one, the 
{mart ſoon drives us to the ſearch 
of Phylick, but the other is ſo 
far from addrefling us to Reme- 
dies, that it never lets us know 
weneed them. In ſuch ſtill Con- 

6 R {ciences, 


G uſtomary Swearing. 


ſciences, as in the Sea, the ſmooth-_ 


eſt Seas, the ſmootheſt Calms fore- 
run the rudeſt. Tempeſts : For 
Conſcience, when long forc'd to 
play the Mute, turns to a Scold at 
laſt ; being like o'erladen Muſ- 
kets, which whilſt nio Fire comes 
near them, can ſcarce be known 


from them that are not charg'd; _ 


| bur at the leaſt Spark ( of ſerious 
terror ) that falls into the Touch 
bole, they will be ſure to fly as 


bout our ears. 


P.L-E A-:JIE. 
_ True ;z but -( may you anſwer) 
there are others that ſwear as much 
as1I, and oftner; why then are 


not they more reprekended for 


more frequent Faults ? 


: Anſw. To this I may reply in 
the terms of the Apoſtle, Am 1 
C 3 theres 
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Prov. 6. 

23- 
Prov. 13. 
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Prov. 30. 
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* Gal.4.16. therefore your enemy becauſe I tell you 


the truth 2 And add out of Solomon, 
That reproofs of inſtrufion are the way 
of life. That poverty and ſhame ſhall 
be tothe man that refuſeth inſtruftion , 
but he that regardeth reproof ſhall be 
honoured. And laſtly,” That he that 
being often reproved, hardneth his neck, 
ſhall ſuddenly -be deſtroyed, and that 


without remedy, I know there are 


many Sauls, whoſe Choler flames 
againſt thoſe Davids that endea- 
your their diſpoſſeflion, tho they 


attempt the Cure even with Mu- 


ſick, I mean, the mildeſt and the 
gentleſt, way. But I muſt beg 
my Swearer to conſider, That tis 
an Inſpired Writer that aſſires me, 
There 'is a generation that are pure in 
their own eyes, and yet is not waſhed 


from their filthineſs. Your Excuſe 


is juſt asit in an Hoſpital a deſpe- 
rate Patient ſhould ſay to his Phy- 
fician, 


Cuſtomary Swearing. 
 fician, Why I can need no Phy- 


ſick, * there are others here as 


Zi >, and many more diſeaſed 
than =: - 
To complain of being repre- 
hended for Vice, is to complain 
that one is card for ; 
*yourite Child, that cries for ha- 
'ving the Knife taken away from 
him, when ic is not from others, 
for whom we care not whether 
they cut themſelves or no : Which 
1s as if our Eyes had right to quar- 
rel with us, for not enduring that 
duſt there, we ſuffer in our Shoes. 
Certainly as we deſerve not Praiſe 
for other mens Vertues, ſocan we 
not decline Cenlſure by the alle- 
gation of their faults. Take heed 
there. be not places hot enough in 
Hell, tho'others fry in more tor- 
menting Flames; and remember, 
that as it is not Health to be not 
WS alto- 


like the fa-_ 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 
altogether as {1 ck as gaſping peo- 
ple, ſo itis buta very ſorry good- 
neſs not to be as bad as the wort. 
How ſtrangely are our Aﬀections 
miſplac'd ! In tranſitory Goods , 
- which he rates juſtlieſt thar prizes 

leaſt, we think we never have 
enough, if any body elſe has 
more ; -Hini in the Goods of the 
Mind , which cannot be over- 
valued, we think our ſelves ſuſh- 
ciently ſtor'd, it others enjoy leſs. 
We are Jifbolntenced at another's 
Wealth, and proud of his Vices ; 
and whereas his greater Poverty 
fthould exalt our Gratitude, and 
his greater Piety create our Emu- 
Lation, his Riches make us envious, 
and hi Sinfulneſs ſecure. 


PLE A IV; 


Well, ( may you reply ) but 
I ſcoxa to Iwea 2r falſly ;-and what 
I know 


Cuſtomary Swearing. 
know to be true, why may I not 
faſely ſwear 2. 


_ 4iſw. This wack Objection 
ſatisfies many-Swearers, ( lo eaſi- 
ly men believe what they deſire ) 
_ bur with as little Reaſon as they 
ſwear with need: For that not 
Falſe alone, but Raſh and Unne- 
cellary Oaths are forbidden, ap- 
pears evidently by the expreſſion 


made uſe of in the Third Com- 


mandment ; where Perjury 1 is not 
alone condemn'd, bur it is flatly 
written, Thou ſhalt: not take the name 


of- the Lord thy God in vain. Which + 


if needleſs = cuſtomary Swear- 

ing do not, 'twill be a ſtrange 
Riddle to me what the Com- 
mandment means to prohibic. 
Bur that this is the genuine Senſe 


and Deſign of thoſe words, is 


clear'd by theſe expreſs ones of 
Our 
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Lev. 19. 
I2, 
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our Saviour , (cited before in 


Mat. 5-33, St. Matthew's Goſp el ) Ye have 
34 &*. heard that it hath been ed of old time, 


thou ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf,” but 
ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths. 
But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all, 
neither by heaven, for it is God's throne, 
nor by the earth, &c. And to his 
ſenſe the annex'd affirmative Pre- 
cept expounds the negative Law ; 
the word Communication in the for- | 
mer ſhewing the Interdict to be 
chiefly meant of Oaths employ?d 
in common Diſcourſe and Con- 
verſation. Nay , God . himſelf 
ſeems manifeſtly to derermine all 
the Controverſy, by that clear 
diſtinction exprelsd: in a paſlage 


of Leviticus; whoſe words run 


thus, 4nd ze ſhall not ſwear by my name 


falſly ; neither ſhalt thou prophane the 
\ name of thy God : T am the Lord, 


And certainly if we muſt anſwer 
i 


'C EPR Swearing. 
at the Laſt Day, for every le 


Word, how much more will that. 
' Account be exacted of us for eve- 


ry Idle Oath ? 

-* The Jews at this day, ( as 1 
 Jearn'd whilſt I lately. conversd 
- with them at Amſterdam ) have ſo 
' profound a Revyerence for' that 


_ great Name of Jehovah ( commons | 


ly called Nomen Tetragrammaton , 
and Ineffable, ſo frequently record- 
ed in the Scriptures ) that they 
hold it unlawful for Mortal Lips 
ſo much as to pronounce it : Bur 
"tho I eſteem this fancy ſuitable 
enough to the reſt of the Extra- 
. Vagancies of their Modern Te- 
nents, yet certainly their Super- 
ſition will condemn our lIrreve- 
rence. I remember an Expoſitor 
obſerves upon the 6th. of Deuteros 
nomy, and the 13th. verſe, That 


the word there which $1 pnifies 
D . Owear, 
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26 A Diſcourſe againſt 

Swear, is put in the Hebrew in the 

' Paſſive Senſe, to imply that our 
ſwearing ought to be a kind of ne- 

_ cefſitated aft, And a Father tells 
us. of one Clinias a Pyt hagorean, 
who being fin'd in a great Sum of 
Money which he might have efca- 
ped with an Oath, chole rather 
to pay the Penalty impos'd, than 
not to. pay unto God the Revee- 
rence that he thought due unto 
his Name. Beſides, he that makes 
no Conſcience of {wearing vain- 
ly, will ſoon make bur little of 
{wearing falily : For he that in a 
lower degree fo voluntarily breaks 
God's Commandment for no- 
thing, may ſoon be. drawn to 
break it in a little higher degree 
for his Profit. 

And tho many of our Gallants 

| (doubtleſs in a pure Complement 

to the Devil) are pleaſed to con- 


demn 


demn the breach of this Com- 
mandment, only when the ſinner 


wants the excuſe of an advantage 


by it; yet certainly he that uſes to 


trols God's Sacred Name in his 


mouth: without any Reverence , 
and employs it about every trifle, 
. will eaſily be tempted not to care 
much what he does with it, nor 
to what uſe he puts it. And there- 
fore holy David makes it a fym- 
ptom of Hatred againſt God , 


when in a Pſalm he ſays, Thineea. 39: 
enemies take thy name in vain, Theſe ** 


Conhiderations may clearly teach 
us what to think of thoſe uſual 
forms of ſpeech, ſuch as are, God 
forgive me, God help you; and the 
like of thoſe cuſtomary Exclama- 
tions, ſuch as are, O God ! O Jes 
ſus! andthoſe others thatare uſu- 
ally employ'd to proclaim our 
wonders, or ſupply the want of a 

D2 Come 
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Complement , with an exceſs of 


Irreverence : For tho thele unre- 


' garded Treſpaſles be in moſt per- 


ſons faults venial enough, as the 
efteas rather of Ignorance and 
Heedleſneſs, than of Deſign ; 
yet are they faſhions of ſpeaking, 
which beſides that they are always 
needleſs, and often ſcandalous, 
do but inure our mouths to a very 
ſawcy ſlighting of that Awful 
Name, which eternally to praiſe, 


ſhall be in Heaven both our Em- 


ployment and our, Happineſs. 


P.L.EA. Y. 

Nor. will it avail the Oath- 
monger to reply, Burt I do not 
take God's Name in vain ; for l 
{wear not by God, or by Chriſt, 
or other Oaths of the like nature, 
but only by the Creatures, as by 
this Light, by this Bread, by Hea- 


yen, 


ate abba” >. of | Bhs $310 
Cuſtomary Swearing. 29 - bk 

; it hþ 

yen, and the like ; and the Crea- We! 


tures name [ hope it is-no fin to 
take in vain. 


t— E--4 

<5. 
one IG Seed Wo. _ 
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_ Anſw. For ſure if we will allow i 
our Saviour to be the beſt Interpxe- FA 
ter' of his Father's Command- 
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"ments, he will teach us a yery. dif- 
tering Leſſon, in thoſe ( already Mar. 5.34. 
ewice alledged ) words of St. Mat- 
thew; for doubtleſs he that forbids 
to ſwear by Heaven, the nobleſt, 

. or by Earth, the meaneſt Ingre- 
dients of this vaſt Fabrick of the 

' World, intended that Prohibition 
ſhould reach all other Creatures ; 
which is as clear as. light, in the 
enſuing words of the 37th. verſe 
of the ſame Chapter ; where 
Chriſt's expreſs Injunction is, But 
let your communication be yea, yea; nay, 
nay ; for whatſoever is more than theſe, 
cometh of evil. 


Beſides, 


Zo 


Jer. 5. 7. 


Deur. 6. 
Y 


& To. 20. 
Ifa. 65. 16. 
Joſh. 23.7. 
Jer. 12.16. 
Exod, 23. 
13. 
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Beſides , either by the thing. 
you [wear by, you mean God, or 
no; if the former, your Guilt is 
evident in the Breach of God's 
Commandment; and if the lat- 
ter, remember what the Spirit ſays 
in Jeremy, How ſhall 1. pardon thee for 
this ? Thy children have forſaken me, 
and ſworn by them that are no gods. 
And in effe&, 'tis queſtionable in 
Divinity, whether be the greater 
Sin, to {wear fallly by the Crea- 
ror, or with -truth by the Crea- 
tures; for as the former is an a&t MW* 
of high Impiety, ſo is the latter iſ | 
of Idolatry : Becaule ſwearing by 
any thing being a part of Divine 
Worſhip, ( as the Paſlages the 
Margin leads to, will evidence) 


t 
implies in us an acknowledgment iſ | 
of ſome Divinicy in the thing we | a 
ſwear by ; which without Om- |} a 
niſcience, is uncapable to diſcern | b 
the 


\ 
4 
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the inward Truth or Falſhood of 
our Oaths; and without Omni- 
potence , unable to. reward the 
one, or puniſh the other. A con- 
ſideration ſo prevalent with many 
of the Primitive Martyrs, that 
they choſe rather to expire in Tor- 


- ments, than ſwear by the Genius 
of the Emperor. Nor is an Oath . 


.only an A&t or Species of Divine 
Worſhip, 1/a. 48. 1, and 45. 23: 
but by a Synechdoche is taken for the 
whole Worſhip that men pay their 

* Maker, in the 63d. P/alm, and the 
loft, and in Fer. 4. 2. 


4 P:&8A.VL 

Allyd to this Plea, is theirs 
that will not flacly ſwear by God, 
but by certain fictitious terms and 
abbreviatures , as by Dod, &c. 
and by the like diſguizing of them 
believe to juſtify their Oaths; - 

| : 


3L 
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I Sam, 
28.8. 


Gal. 6. 7. 


1 Cor. 3. 
19. 


- the 


A Diſcourſe againſt 
if ay cared-not, ſo ( like Saul to 


itch of Eidos ) they ay go 
mask'd to Satan. 


Anſ. To theſe I ſhall only anſwer 
with the Apoſtle, Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked ; ſince ( as the 
ſame Apoſtle elſewhere ſays) He 
taketh the wiſe in their own craftmeſs. 
Well may this childiſh Evaſion 
cheat our own Souls, but never 
him, who judgeth as well as he 
diſcerns Intents; and regards not 
ſo.-much the preciſe ſignification 
of your words, as what chey are 
meanr and underſtood for ; which 
( in ſuch caſes) is uſually an Oath, 
fince the ſame creditis both given 
and expected upon theſe mongrel 
Oaths, that is paid to thoſe they 
mean, but would not ſeem. Theſe 
geople bring into my mind the 
ogoy Perſecutors of our firſt 
Chriſtians, 


oO a a Lend en ES 
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Chriſtians, who ogg them/in 
the skins of ſavage beaſts, ' that it 
might ſeem no crime -to worry 


them ; for ſo theſe: Hypocrites 


diſguiſe God's. Name, : to: give 
themſelves the licenſe . to diſhd- 
nour it. 
+ "Tis a very pretty ſlight of theſe 
«Gentlemen, to cozen the-Devil ro 
. their own adyantage, and to find 
out By-ways to Damnation, and 
_ deſcend to Hell by a pair of back- 
 Rairs; and methinks argues a 
Cunning -much about the fize of 
his, that pleaded he was innocent 
-of  falſifying the King's Coin, . be- 


cauſe he had diſplac'd fome Let- 


'tersin the Motto. Bur ro Hell, as 
-to Towns, theſe fingular By-paths 
( tho leſs frequented } i'may lead 
'dire&tlier than the broad High- 
"ways: And to theſe Gentlemen, 
and thoſe that rely upon the laſt 
IO E an- 


HiDiſcomſs again 
anfwet'd Objection, I ſhall at pre- 


ſent: only recommend the ſerious 


pondering of char-paſſage of the 
_ 16, Wiſe: man in the Proverbs : All the 


ways of : a man are clean.in. his own eyes, 


But the Lord weightth the [pi ann 


>P:DB'EA VH: : ; 
© Tt Fbvuſual Excuſe of. Giule ſore 


*of Sweaters, That they ſwear only 
ſome peculiar Oath, .andthar one 
kind of Oarh cannot amounr"to 
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Jons prevernd: 


21] Af) Bear rally ox: 
culingwith:the Thiefs 29 ſhould 


Robbeties /upon the ſame Horle ; 
tand the:Driokard , : that ſhould 
offer ro. uſtify. his beaſtlinels, by 
.affirniing:, that he ' never - foxes 
gy is bur with one fort- of 
Wine, 


ſuch'a?Crime' as _—_— more Eng 


alledg; that he commits all his 


TH. GE EE ey vader rn Rn 
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Wine, oft in ſuch a'peculiar un- 
alterd Bowl. Remember whac 
. ati Apoſtle ſomewhere ſays of ſin- | 
. ning, Whoſoever ſhall keep the whole James z. 
law, and yet offend in one point, be is 
 pwilty of all. Juſt as a man thar 
. wounds a Buck in the Vitals, is 
; truly and properly ſaid to have 
| killd the Deer, altho the Shaft 
reach'd but the Head or Heart, lea- 
ing the Legs and other partsun- 
touch'd.. Thus in a Globe, cho 
there be numerous parts, yet he is.\ 
ouilty of breaking the whole * 
- Globe, that breaks it but within 
| the ArBick Circle , tho near' the 
Equator it have eſcap'd that vio- 
lence ; for whereſoe'er you break 
Wl it,* you break the Globe ; its Ef- 
| fence conſiſting in the entireneſs 
' | thar is ruined by the fraction of 
; any part. Sin, becaule natural 


to us, is lo readily learnt by us, 4 
'u* E 2 . 2 "1 | 


| Exod, 32. 


that as in ſhooting, by practiſing 
co hit Wrens and filly Sparrows, we 
learn the. art of \killing Feldifares, 
 Thruſhes , and the other ſort- of 
Birds we never aimed at ; ſo by 
committing ſome {mall fin, we 
learn, tho inſenſfibly ( and per- 
| haps undefignedly.) ro commit. 
other and groſſer kinds of fins. 
_ . Onea& may, make us do diſpo- 
ſitively, what Moſes is recorded to 
have done literally ( at the foot of 
Mount Sinai ) break all the Ten 
Commandments at once ; for fin- 
gle diſobediences, .if preſumprtu- 
ous, may have the power to exile 
that Fear of God, whoſe expulſion 
compriſes in it the whole trade of 
fin, which ( Conſcience. once de- 
ſpiſed ) is known without being 
\ learnt, If a reverence to the 
Commandment were. that which 
did place limits to the variety of 
your 


. — > Fu, fads Sk 4 


| their forbiddennels. 
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your Oaths, it would not permit 
- you the ule of any one, but lay 
an equal reſtraint in relation to 
them all ; ſince the finfulneſs of 
ſwearing does' conſiſt, not in the. 
diverſity of our Oaths, but in 


But this Ex- 
cuſe it ſelf is often wanting to ma- 


ny of our Gallants, who not con- 
_ tent with the received forms of 


diſhonouring their Maker's name; 


do as much atte& Novelty in their 


Oaths, as in the Faſhion; and if 
they have a gifc of ſingularity in 


ſwearing, are as proud of it, as of 


their Miſtreſs's favour : Such peo» 


ple are as Nice as Impious in their 


Oaths, they will never uſe any rill 


it be:ſtale and threadbare, bur 


'( ever like their Cloaths ) leave 


them off before they have been 


worn long enough to grow old. 
But whilſt they are thus induftri- 
+66 ous. 


7 Matth. I6. 
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ous in the diſcovery of new ways 
of provoking their Creator, 'tis 
much to be feared , that they do 
but (if I mayſoſpeak )) find out 
for themſelves a Northweſt Paſſage 
to Damnation, 


PLEA VI. 
But, continues the Swearer, if 
I (wear not, I ſhall not be be- 
lieved. 


' Anſw, But ( tis replied again ) 
Belief is better wanted, than pur- 
chaſed at'ſo dear a rate as fin; 
ſince he that parts with Heaven, 
makes over a bad bargain , tho 
the whole world were the accepts 
ed Price. Burt alas! unleſs men 
will conſtrue their dilobediences 
. for arguments of your obſequioul- 
neſs, how unlikely is it, that ( by 
| believing you ſpeak truth, becauſe 

you 


+ co ae you ids; not, RW ) 
a; ſhould take your refers 


tranſpgreſs one of God's Com- 


mands, for a proof that. you dare 


not break another. 

 . How ridiculous would men 
efteem that Merchant, that ſhould 
be. confident to. gain . Credit a- 
mongfſt Lenders, by giving Bond 


for every trivial Sum, for which 


others are truſted upon their bare 
word ? For in Oaths (as in moſt 


other things) too conſtant a fre- 


- quency depreciates that authority 
. which their rarenels as well as na- 
_ ture gives them : Thar.not: being 
held a ſufficient Security for the 
belief of. a doubted or important 
truch, that is laviſh'd to authoriſe 
every trivial and impertinent a(- 
ſertion ; nor thought a convincing 
Atteſtation of a queſtioned truth, 

that flows rather from a cuſtom lf 


finning, 


-> Ln 
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\ 


finning, than deſign of confirm- 
ing. No, no; he needs not many 
Oaths, that uſes few ; for to be 
known to' make a Conſcience: of 
an Oath, will gain your words 
more credit than the ſwearing of 
a thouſand ; it being a viſible and 
remarkable Judgment of © the of- 
tended. Deity upon Oaths, that 
their Number _diſcredits that 


| Fruth it ſelf would perſuade. 


Since then *tis your habitude of | 


ſwearing needleſly, that alone en- 


gages you to a neceflity ( as you 


call it) of ſwearing to' be belie- 
ved, let your diſcontinuance re- 
move that-obligation Cuſtom on- 


ly has contratted ; and _beheve 
me, that the moſt perſuading 
afleveration of all, is ſo to live as 
not to need to ſwear. That ſo- 
chbleneſs which- you alledge to 


extenuate your fault, but aggra- 


. yvates 
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vates the keindufoel of the crime ; 

by confeſling-Cuſtomary Oaths to 

be [like jealous Tyrants,- whom 

— we cannot entertain, - without gi- 

" ing admirrance to their Retinue 

_ and their Guard, fincein this Vice 

you acknowledge the a&'an en- 
+ gagement to a repetition; and 

1 that Oaths which are the ultimate 6-616 
and higheſt Confirmations of 
Truth in their nature, muſt yet 
* (by this fine Policy) themſelves 
derive an Authority from their | 
 Multitude ; which 1s very unne- 
ceſlary where the Aﬀertor is be- 
lived, and uſually does but create 
ditruſts where the Yeracey-3 is not 
credited. 


PLEA IF. 
Of kin to this is their Apology 
who plead, That if they do not 


ſwear , their words ſhall neither 
46,  : be- 
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be fear'd'nor obey'd by their very 
Servants ; menseats being of late 
ſo: accuſtomed unto. Oaths, that 
they are neceflary to make them 
think we axe in earneſt. This is 
the uſual ObjeRion of the French, 
amongſt whom this Vice is grown 
fo: Epidemical ( as. of Blackneſs 


amongſt the Ethiopians ) its com- 


monneſs has removed all the de- 
formities they would otherwiſe 


find init. 


Anſw. But fare there. are ways 
enough to make your ſervants 
obey your Commands, without 
your breaking God's. , Gravity 
and Severity, - not ufing them to 
hear you ſwear, are courſes like- 
lier far than Oaths to reach that 
end ; Which if they yet ſhould 
fail of, they would turn this fan- 
cied inconvenience into an advan- 

_ tage 


 Cuſtomary Swearing. 
"rage -of neceffitating you to the 
_ election of | Religious Servants. 
Certainly, fince the fole univerſa- 
lity of Vice has drawn upon. us 
this ſuppos'd neceffity, a general 
_ and unanimous deſertion of it 
muſt needs be the propereſt ex- 
pedient for its removal. - And, 
believe me, 'tis but an extravagant 
way of teaching our Inferiors to 
pay ustheir duties, to teach them 


43 


. todiſobey the Commands of their 


Superiors by our own example, 


| and to lead them the way tode-- 


_ Ipiſe the Injuntions of the moſt 
 Ador'd Powers, to whom we 

confeſs to owe an exquiſite Obe- 

dience, upon the higheſt Conſide- 

. rat1ONs. 

_ Buradmitting (as the diſper- 
ſedneſs of this Vice too often for- 


.cesus) the ſuppoſal of this Plea 


_ to be true, yer will the Inference 
| | ” 2 prove 
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prove conſequent ? For by the 
ſame reaſon the Thief might ju- 
RFify. the unreclaimedneſs in his 
Robberies, by alledging if he for- 
ſake that Trade, his Purſe'muſt 


ſoon grow empty.: Or the Buona 


Roba' excuſe her Proſtitutions, by 
ſaying} Thar unleſs ſhe continue 
her former Profeſſion of .Wanton- 
neſs, ſhe ſhallno-more be preſent- 
ed with New Gowns, and Linnen 


richly lac'd, nor be able any: lon- 


ger to-maintain her wonted Riots; 
her -Converſion ( by forbidding 
her co, be the Cheriſher of her Gal- 
lants looſe ' Excefles) depriving 
her of the only fewel of her Bra- 
very. Upon how few could we 
with- juſtice preſs Religious Do- 
ties, if ſuch petty Inconveniences 
attending their performance, were 
a warrantable diſpenſation or dil- 
engagement from it ? Surely he 

| that 
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that requires that we ſhould pull war. 5. 


% 


5= 


out our right eyes, and cut off our right *9 3. 


| bands, if they oppoſe our entrance 
iQ at the ſtreight Gate, - will ſcarce 
give them admittance, that. will 
not purchaſe itby the parting with 
” ſuch'trivial Conveniences. ' It-is 
much leſs unreaſonable that you 
ſhould be neither believed nor 
obeyed with: xeadinels, than that 
God ſhould either not be believed 
When he ſpeaks, or not obeyed 
when he commands. For take 
_ this for a Truth, to which Oracles 
_ are Fables, That never any. man 
commits a {in toſhun an'inconve- 
nience, but one-way or other, 
ſoon or late, he plunges himſelf by 
| that a& intoa far worle inconve- 
niency, than that he would de- 
cline. : 


_ PLEA 
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£-14-.1. B: To BN 

Others there are that uſe to re- 
preſent, That they ſwear nor but 
when they are angry ; and then 
( for all our Clamours and Exag- 
gerarions) they mean no harm 


at all, 


4. Bur would: you take it for a 
juſtification of yourWife's Adulte- 


ries, if ſheſhould tell:yon, Thac 
ſhe never proſtirures ber ſelf, buc 


when hide Firs of Luſt tempt 
her to give that ſatisfaction to her 


appetice ?: Beſides, 'this is but ro 


excuſe one fault with another ; 
and wich no greater juſtice, than 


his thac ſhould defend 2 Baſtard's 


Crimes, by alledging that his Mo- 


ther was 4 Whore ; \ince the Na- 


ture as well as the Duty of Virtue 
being the Moderation of our Pal- 
110ns, 


\ - 
» C K) 
\ £4 & / *. 
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fd 


eſfes degenerate into fins ; and 


therefore how, that can be a good 
excuſe that needs. one, and how 


' that anger which in it ſelf is fin- 
Ful, can impart an innocence to 
productions in their own nature 


culpable, let choſe chat are con- 


cerned determine. 
_For.my..part, when I conſider 


the Apoſtle's Command, Be ye Feb + 


anery, and {in not ; I cannot but ap: 
 prehend, that whien our Paſſions 
{well into exceſs, they are indeed 
contaminated by the Guiltineſs of 
their Productions, but. confer not 
upon them a mericoriouſnels 
which themſelves wanc.,” But 
. . why, I pray, in every paſſionate 
mood, muſt you be tranſported 
to commit Sins that are as unprofi- 
table as impious; and to deſerve 
your Croſles, by a ſawcy Provo- 
cation 


FOOT. i I 
Hoſe, it 1s. evident chat their ex- 
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cation of your God, whom you 


chen endeayour to make your Ene- 


my, when you moſt need his fa- 
vour to protect you from diſqui- 
ets? Why muſt your Tongue fly 


in your Maker's face, and vilify 


his Sacred Name, -becauſe your 


Dice tutri up Size-ace rather than 


Quatre-trey ? For either he is the 


Guider of thoſe ſeeming Chances, 


or meddles not with their diſpoſal: 
In,this laft caſe you are palpably 
injurious, to make God the Object 
of your Choler, when he is not 
the Cauſeof it ; andin the former 
caſe your folly is nor inferior, in- 
ſtead of propitiating, to incenſe 
chat Deity, who is the ſole Diſpo- 
ſer of thoſe Fortunes we either 
wiſh or fear. 

Bur take heed he give. you 8 
too much pretence to be ſo, b 
diſpleaſing you, ( as diſcreet] Mo- 
thers 


f ; 
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thers whip their froward Children 


chat cry wichout cauſe ) and pu-. 


niſh in his anger theſe raſh and 
culpable expreſſions of yours. As 
for the other: branch of the ex- 
cule, I mean the harmleſsneſs of 


your intent ; tothat I mult reply, 


That our Actions may as well of- 


fend as our Intents, if they be ſub- . 


ſequent to-our knowledge of God's 
averſion. to what we do. And 
uſually men take it for a ſufficient 
_ offence, to do what we are ſure 


will diſoblige them, tho with a_ 


differing deſign. Nor do we think 
our ſelves leſs injured by Rob- 
bers when they ſtrip us, becauſe 
they offer us that violence, not 
with intent to anger us, but only 
'to make a Booty of our Purles. 
- *Tis a received Maxim in Divini- 
ty which Moraliſts prop with their 
full concurrence, That no Goods 

0. neſs 
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nefs ( much leſs bare Innocence) 


of the Intent can juſtify a formal 


finful evil. If chen the commir- 
ting of this {1n againſt the know- 
ledge of the ill you a&, benot 
crime enough to condemn you, 


you muſt not be deny'd my Abſo- 


| Jution. But withal, 1 muſt ac- 


quit moſt ſinners in the world'up- 
on the {elf-lame ſcore ; and be- 
lieve the threatned Flames of Hell 
as uninhabited as inſupportable ; 
ſince certainly ſuch ſinners ( if 
any ſuch rhere be) muſt be pro- 
digious no lefs for their unequal'd 
ratity, than deviliſh perverleneſs, 


_ that are ſuch Monſters as to offend 


their Maker, merely to offend 
him. For in Philoſophy our Ma- 
ſtersteach us, That 1l-under that 
notion cannot be the object of 
our choice; ( that being ever a 


real, orat leafta ſeeming good) ; 


and 
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and cho in our miſguided eledti- 
ons we oftentimes embrace it, 
yet that is ever under a contrary 
notion, and rather by miltake 
than by deſign. 

But oh ! how induſtrious are 


finners to deceive themſelyes; 


and how ſtrangely does the Devil 
faſcinate and blind deluded Mor- 
tals, when ( by ſuch filly and ims 
pertinent Excuſes) he perſuades 
them rather to expoſe their judg- 
. ments to a certain diſcredit, than 
let their Souls be ranſom'd from 
an Ignoble Slavery, iato a Glorj- 
ous Freedom ; and rather ſuffer 
their Abilities to be belieyed 
weak, than permit their Lives c9 

made virtuous; Certainly , 
ſuch people would make me as 
much aſtonifh'd as chemſelves are 
faulty , if I did not conſider this 


gallant property, of rather ma- 
G 2 king 
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king bad Apologies to defend 
their Sins, than good Reſolutions 


to forſake them, as intail'd upon 
them by a kind of traduction from 


our firſt Parents, who hoped with 
Fig-leave- Aprons, and the faint 
Shade of Trees, to hide both their 
Nakedneſs and their Diſobedience 
from the Omniſcient Eye of God 


| himſelf. | 


I will not waſte Ink upon their 


| ſucceſsleſs and impudent 'defence, 


that. make their Drunkenneſs an 


Apology for their Swearing, and 
make that an excule for their ſin, 
which is it ſelf a fin above excuſe; 
but with as little juſtice, as the 
Keeper of the Lions in the Tower 
could excuſe any particular Tra- 
oedy they had acted, by alledg- 
ing that he had voluntarily let 
them looſe. ' But ſince the Tem- 
pers that moſt diſpole men to a 
flux 


Cuſtomary Swearing. 


flux of Oaths, 'are Drunkenneſs 
and Choler, give me leave by 
the by, to take notice of the chief 


Midwives that are uſually afliftant 


to the birth of Oaths; and to 
obſerve, Thar as the Thunder 
falls not , but when Heaven is 
over-caſt , ſo we are pioneſt ro 
. ſwear, when the Beaſtlineſs of 
our Paflions hath eicher blinded or 
depoſed our Reaſon. 


Fi .E'A XL 
"Tis confeſt, you may alledge, 
that Swearing is a+ molt heinous 
Sin, but I do never ſwear my 
ſelf, but only to repeat thoſe Oaths 
of another ( which are therefore 
his Sins not mine ) whoſe omiſſion 


would ſpoil the Jeſt. 


Anſw. This brings into my 
mind the known Story of that 
metry 


A: 
3 bh HY : 


« 
m— 
Th ; 
v3 "PH 
'Þ- oP 
oo "P 
bl 
L 


54 


A Diſcourſe againſt 


merry Gentleman, who to ſhew 


| the lullen Juſtice how the Ma- 


Riff he had kill'd, had firſt aſſaulct- 
ed him and overthrown him, runs 
full butt at the formal Sir's breaſt, 
and ſends both him and his Chair 
to ſalute the ground : For when a 
Sin cannot be imitated, without 
being committed, then that. you 
but repeat it only, is as forry an 
excule, as his muſt be, who to il- 
Juſtrate the relation of a Murder, 
ſhould Piſtol the firſt man he 
meets withal. Beſides, when did 
Tranſgreffion by Prefident tarn In- 
nocence? and what was unlaws- 
ful inthe A, become legitimate 
in the Repetition ? It is acknow- 
ledged, that the relating of ano- 


_ ther's Oaths may ſometimes be not 


only lawful bur neceſſary ; but 
then it muſt be either to diſcover 
or convert the Swearer ; or elſe 

when 
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when the Oath is ſome material 
Circumſtance of a ſerious Narra- 
tive. But here the very End adds 
guiltineſs to the Action, it being 
only to make another's Vice ap- 
plauded, and render his Sin both 
infectious .and immortal. But 
how will you juſtify this introdu- 
cing of God's Name only ( like a 
Fool in a Play ) to make the Come 
pany laugh, and to bring it into 
contempt , from the diſobedience 
tothe Prohibition of taking God's 
' Nameinvain? Unleſs ( perhaps) 


the conſequents of your fin teach 


you a conſtruction that may re- 
ſolve this difficulty ; and the Judg- 
ments your ſwearing will pro- 
yoke, ſhew you in what ſenſe you 
have taken your Maker's Name in 
vain, Remember how ſad a 


Reckoning was preſented to Bel Dan. 5.5, | 


ſhazzar by the Hand- writing e' 
the 


we 


_ 
\ i. 
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the Wall, for having turn'd the Vef-. 
ſels of the Temple into Implements 
and Furtherers of Mirth,at his ſum- 
ptuous Entertainment ; and con- 
ſider betimes, that God may pol- 
fibly leſs reſent the making merry 
in his Holy Cups, than the making 
merry with his moſt Holy Name. 

To this may well be added, 
T hat in this {inning ar the ſecond 
hand, the Copied Sin is held more 
criminal in the Tranſcript than in 
the Original ; for beſides that 
this Swearer by Imitation acknow- 
ledges himlſelt ſo delighted with 
the other's ſin, that he becomes the 
Devil's Mountebank (or his Zany) 
to have it admired by all that hear 
him (and we know that Appro- 
bation is but an after-Conſent ) ; 


beſides this, I fay, the Leading 


Swearer has the excuſe of an im- 


mediate Applauſe ; whereas the 


Apiſh 


Cuſtomary Swearing. 
Apiſh Repearer wrongs and di(- 
credits his own Piety, only to ce- 


| lebrate and proclaim another's 


Wit; if that be nor too partially 
tern'd Wir, that appears ſuch only 
to our Corriptions : Since when 
the Oath muſt make the Jeſt, 'ris 
only the Devil in us that ispleas'd 
with it. Handſome Replies are 
good without Oaths, and dull 


| ones will not be made good by 


them: Tothe one they are need- 
lefs, to the other they are uſeleſs; 
that being juſtly enough appliable 
ro Oaths in Apothegms, which 1s 
uſually 
Faces, That Beauties need it nor, 
and deformed Women look but 
ridiculouſly for it. 

Fools (ſays the Wiſe-man ) 


make a mack of ſin; they can take Prov. r4. 
pleaſure to hear him affronted, in? 


whoſe Communion conſiſts hap- 


H pineſs ; 


believd in painting of 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 
pineſs; and make that the fewel 
of their jollity, chat ſhould be the 
object of their deteſtation. For 
my part I do not like this doing in 
jeſt, what a man may be damn'd 
for in earneſt; and I much won-_ 


_ der that we frail Mortals, whoſe 


faults are more numerous than 
the very minutes we have liv'd, 
{ſhonld think our own fins too few 
rocondemn us, without adopting 
thoſe of others too! and to our 
crimes (too numerous already } 


adding theſe ſins of Supereroga- 


tion! Burt to reſume our Theme. 


—_— 

There remains yet a prejudice 
to remove , Which though very 
rarely the pretence of Swearers , 


1s very often a prevalent motive 


to {wearing, and is an evil by ſo 
much the more obſtructive to theſe 
{inners 


Cnftomary Swearing. 
ſinners reclaiming, by how much 
the more ſilently it oppoſes it. 
This is a fooliſh fancy that many 
Swearers cheriſh, that their Oaths 
make them look'd upon with a 
kind of admiration, as Gentleman- 
like fins; and witneſs in them ſo 
bold and daring a courage, that 
it exrends to a fearleſsneſs of God 


himſelf. 
 Anſw. But though their bluſh- 


ing to own fo childiſh a pretence, . 


| be a ſufficient diſproval of it ; yet 
ſince, as in War, ſo in diſputes , 
. we conſider not ſo much the per. 
ſonal Rrength of the adverſary 
we attempt, as the rank he holds 
among thoſe that employ him ; 
'twill not be amiſs to remove an 
obſtacle, made conſiderable by 
being ſo-great a Vice's motive , 
and ſo great a motive to that Vice: 

H 2 Though 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 
Though of this ſort of Swearers 
(as of ſome Savages that lurk in 
Rocks and Woods ) it be much 
more difficult to obtain a Batrel, 
than to get a Victory; and to 
draw them to the Field, than to 

ivethem a Defeat. 

Doubtleſs theſe needy Gentle- 
men will never tempt the admira- 
tion of Wiſe men upon any other 
ſcore, than that of the greatneſs of 
their folly. They muſt be thought 
| ſtrangely neceſſirous of mericing 
qualities that do ſo meanly bytheir 
bad ones implore and. court men's 
good opinion : And I know not 
whether be the greater, theirimpu- 
dence to expect it for the recom- |. 

ence of vice, or their profule- 
neſs that ſhould {quander it away 
on thole who have no juſter ticle 
to our eſteem, than that by which 


the miſerableſt of Wear pre- 
tend 
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tend to our Charity, the multitude 
_ of their imperfe@ions and wants. 
Wile men will make theſe poor 
and empty projects, the objects 
ſolely of their ſcorn and laughter 
and only thoſe that want eſteem 
for themſelves, will reward you 
with it ;'and for ſuch peoples 
praiſes, they will bit diſcom- 
mend you : So that that empty 
applauſe you are ambitious of, 
will either be impoſlible to be pur- 


| chas'd, or not deſerve 0) be pur- | 


ſued. But what, your Oaths will 
make men take you for a Gentle- 
man! you are deceived, there is 
too little Epicuriſm and Charge- 
ableneſs in your vice, to be affect- 
"ed to that Quality. "Twas ſtill 
fo cheap, and now grown ſo com- 
mon, that I wonder our Grandees, 


though they deſiſt not for the ſins 


ſake, renounce it not, atleaſt, for 


the 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 

the Company's, Muſt then Vices 
be arguments of the poſleſli- 
on of that dignity, that Ver- 
tue is the (ole true means to 
purchaſe? I'm ſure it ſhould 
not be ſo; but grant it were, 
Will you pretend to Nobility, by 
that alone which is not the pro- 
perty, but the vice of Gentle- 
men ? and entitle your felt to that 
illuſtrious Qualicy, by chat which, 
in God's Eye, makes them un- 
worthy (if not diveſts them) of 
it 2 Ar that rate your pretenſions 
would parallel his mirth, who 


boaſted a deſcent from the firſt. 


Ceſars, barely ypon his being 
(like moſt of them) almoſt de- 
formedly Hawk Nosd ; deriving 
his intereſt in their blood, only 
from his ſympathy with their de- 
_—:--: 


For 


Hug fat © pram IU — ox 
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For my part, I muſt confeſs, I 
am not ambitious of thoſe badges 


of Gentility, that Chriſtianity de- 


livers for the ſymptoms of Repro- 


bation : Nor do I find men deſfi- 


rous of the Gout, though the Pro- 


63 


verb haye appropriated that diſ- 


cale to Rich men. + 

But then (you think) your 
courage will be unqueſtionable : 
And indeed it may ſeem that you 
want not probability to prop up 
your hopes, ſince you deſperately 
hazard the incurring of Immor- 
tal Torments, for that, for which 
no Wile man would venture the 
fretching of his little Finger. Bur 
fince the kindred betwixc vertues 
is not ſo remote, that the want of 
any one ſhould conclude the poſ- 
{ſeflion of any other , and your 
impiety convince us of your -cou- 
rage; Experience teaches us, That 


no 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 
no men more fear what ' they 
ſhould contemn, than thoſe that 
confemn moſt what they ſhould 
fear. And Martyrs have embrac'd 
thoſe Flames with joy, that im- 
pious perſons durſt not ſo much as 


think of withour horror. 


Prov. 28. 


Thar boldnels that men perlo- 
nate againſt their Maker ( wereic 
real) would not be the effect of 
their reſolution, bur either of their 
inconſideratenel(s, or their unbe- 
lief. The wicked flee ( ſays, Solo- 
mon ) when no man purſueth ; but. the 
righteous are bold as a Lyon. And 
indeed it 15 no great encourage- 
ment todeſpiſe this life, ro want 
either hope, or at leaſt confidence 
of a better. Nor will all men ſo 
ealily conclude, that he that fears 
not to venture his Soul, dares free- 
ly venture his Body. For fince it 
isnot the eſſential worth of things, 


but 


"I 
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but the | proprietary's value:,of 
them; that their dearn<fs to ns is 
tobe meaſured by. ;- Fhat.ſtan- 
dard, and moſt mens aRjons, will 
preſent us the ſoul and body;;jin.a 
very inverted: order; of pertain 
TJ; the greater part of * men li- 
 ving for che Body. as if they wete 
all Body, and lighting their Souls 
-as if they had no Souls, or had 
them bur to loſe. It being but roo 
true of the very greateſt of thoſe 
people, that in themſelves. as, in 
their ſtables, the Employment of 
the Man is but to ſerveche Beaſt. 
And cruly he thac conſiders chat 
the negle& of the Soul proceeds 
from the former dotage on. the 
Body, | will think that a' very un- 
likely conſequence ,. that infers a 
readineſs ro hazard 'the latter, 
from the careleſsneſs of what be- 


comes of the former. He that 
ſhakes 


6 
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&. 


&6 
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flnkes off the emboldening Fear 
of God, þerrays himſelf: co as nu- 
mierous pp rehehfions, as:did the | 
weak. ey'd Franrick, bb to beſe- 
eur'd from the offenfiveneſs. of the 
Sun's brighter Beams," by: pulling 


_ ont his eyes, :expoxd. himſelf to 


all thofe dangers and choſe horrors 
Uiar Rage on blindnefs. D051 


'P:L'E A XIH: 


_ "gas fay ſ6me $wearers, if 
Fenbunce this Vice,: my Repen- 
tance'wilf procare tmea deriſion 1 
ſhall be aſham dof. 


— - Miſt then NIV Abba ack 


-whic is both the Livery and 


Guard of Virtue, oppoſe our ad- 
drefles to it2 Like Ditches when 
the Draw-bridge is cut down ; 
which tho their uſe be to ſecure 


the Fortreſs from Enemies, forbid 


acceſs 


Cuſtomary' Swearing. 
acceſs to them that once have {al- 
leyd, when they are mediating a 
Retreat. - But yours is an excuſe 
a8 receivable as the Whores, who 

' pretended Baſhfulneſs for their 
"turning honeft. I was mnch taken 
with an' Kalian: Gentleman , who 
_ ſpying a Friendof his peep out his 
head from behind the door of a 
Bordello, to ſe. if he might retire 
undiſcover'd ; Come forth , come 
forth, cries ke, you need not be aſhas 
med to leave that ſluttiſh place; bat 
Jou ſhould have been aſham d to have 
Ared7 tt. 
Have*Innocence and Vice then 
6 chang'd natures , that he that 
did -not bluſh 'ro commit ſin, 
ſhould bluſh-ro forſake ic ?' And he 
_ that hath once fram'd miſhapen 
CharaQters , 'be aſhamed after- 
wards to wfite a Neater Hand 2? 
The bluſhes that do wait on our 
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A Diſcomſe againſt 


Repentance , proceed from an 


implicite confeſſion it. imports of 
ſome former faulcineſs ; -and fo if 
it have . been ſhameful. to have 
commirred 2 faulthowmuch more 
ſhould: we. be afliatned co conti- 
nue ; and how little. can it diſcre- 
dit usto, forſakeit.> Anditruly, he 


that thinks a; faulr//a juſt engage- 


ment to.A relap ſe,-leſt his Con- 
verſion ſhould = bir laughed 
at, deſerves the Cenſure men 
would. paſs upon that-fool, who 
having (lipr one foot, into a Quag- 
mire, ſhould rather proceed to be 
entirely bogg'd, than. by timely 
ſtepping bark, to confe(s a mil- 
chance that may provoke. mens 
laughter. I had much'rather men 
ſhould: laugh ar my retraQiog, 
than God frown upon my relap- 
ſes ; and care not.ſo much who 
ſrmiles at any aQtion that makes my 
Conſcience 
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6g 


Conſcience dolo, ( not by way of - 


derifion, but of applauſe. ) 

How contradiCting are the de- 
fires of mortals! We are angry 
if we are not thought virtuous, 
. andyertweareaſhamed to appear 
ſo, and think it a juſt ground of 
quarrel, to be reported the con- 


trary of what we bluſh to ſeem! 


Like Ladies, who tho they long 
to live till they grow old, fret to 
appear what they defire to be. 
The ſinner chart is overmuch con- 
cerned in bad mens opinions of 
good mens actions , does as it 
were {wear Allegiance to the Des» 


vil, and let him bore his Ear Exod. 2r. 
through with an Awl againſt the © 


Door-Poſt, ſealing an engagement 
to perpetual bondage ; for (as 
the lame men that crucified our 
Saviour, derided him ) as long as 
the greateſt part of men are wick- 


ed 


'P 
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A. Diſcourſe agamſt 


ed enough to-injifre Piety, there 
will be found men impudent 
enough to mock it. 

.. For Sinners knowing that in the 
world's eſteem , the extent of a 
Deformity. makes it vaniſh, and 
that the Generality of a Crime 
does ſo diveſt it of that name, 
that every body's fins are thought 
no body's, are by the cheapnels of 
the expedient eaſily {way to in- 
cruſt the protection of their Re- 
putation rather to common Guilt 
than to a private Virtue; and to 


| ſeek an innocence rather by ad- 


- 


ding tothe number of the wicked, 
by their Calumnies and Derifton, 


than by increaling the number of 


the godly by their Converſton. 
Thus being brib'd by their own 
intereſts to diſcredit ſuch aRions 
as they are tied to, and yet will 
not practice ; *tis no wonder if by 


ſcofhngly 


Euftomary Swearing. 

ſcoflingly condemning what cloſes 
ly condemns them: ( tho therein 
_ their .Conſciences give their 
Tongues the lye ) Ref cunningly 


endeavour to father their faults, 

not upon their want of Piety, but 
ſore of Wit, and to make their 
' ſlayery to their Paſſions pals for 
the ſuperioriry of their Judg- 


ments. 
Bur ſure he is very unfit to be 


Chriſt's Soldier, that bluſhes to 
wear his Heavenly Leader's Cg- 
lours, and wants the Courage to 
diſobey Example. He that will 
take the Canaan above by violence, 
muſt imitate the Conqueror of the 
Canaan below, who profelt to the 
world, If it ſeem evil unto you t0 


ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day whom Joſh 246 


30u Will ſerve, whether the gods, Kc. 
But as for me and my bauſe , we will 


| ſerve the Lord. Our Saviour ( who 
for 


7+ 
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forus endired' the croſs, deſpifmmg the 
ſhame) apporcions Felicity to the 


Mat. 5.11. being reviled for his ſake : And 


congruonlly 'his' Apoſtles being 
_ cauſlelſly miſuſed by the Chiet- 
Prieſts, departed from' the preſence of 
the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to endure ſhame for his 
name. Derifion for Virtue is a 
grievance as old as Job; who in 
his time complained, that the juſt 
and upright man is laughed to ſcorn : 
And *rwas even Chriſt's own caſe ; 
of whom -one of the Evangeliſts 
in ſome place records, Thar they 
laughed him to ſcorn, But we may 
ſay of che Reſolute Chriſtian what 
che Wiſe-man' ſays of his Maker, 
That he ſcorneth the ſcorners * And 
ſurely, fince God is ſaid ro laugh 
divers Tranſgreſlorsof his Law to 
ſcorn, 'tis not improbable that he 
will not fail to laugh them to 
ſcorn, 
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ſcorn, that for his Glory ſcorn 
not to be laugh'd- at : Eſpecially, 


ſince ſuch perſons are deeply acceſ- 
ſary to their own and: Piety's 
_ Diſgrace, by a ſneakingneſs which 
ſoimplies a Guilt, that where it 

roceeds not from a fault, it is one: 
And themſelves highly counte- 
nance the diſcountenancers of the 
Profeſſion of Religion, by being 
aſham'd to own it. ' Whereas the 
loſs of the blind world's applauſe 
ſhould prove as lictle diſſuaſive in 
the point of Converſion, as its 
acquiſition ſhould be a motive. 
The man that dares be good with- 
out a Preſident, looks like the no- 
| bleſt Preſident of good ; Tho to 
ſay truth, as Horſes are not much 
priz'd, only for not refuſing to ſer 
forth unleſs others lead the way, 
and for not leaving the track they 
once are in, becauſe none but 


1% reſty 
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A Diſcourſe againſt 
refty Horſes are guilty of the con» 
trary faults ; ſo is not the Gallan- 
try of conternning the opinions 
and ſmiles of ſinners ſo meritari- 
ous as 'it 1s thought; ſince- none 
but- Children ( and they too 
laugh'd at for it) will let them- 
ſelves be frighted from what they 
love, by others making mouths 
and faces at it, | Could fingu- 
larity in goodneſs canfift with 
the innocence [of others, a 
Gallant Spirit would look upan 
that Solitude rather as a delight 
than a determent ; fince "tis not a 
greater Affliction to his Charity, 
than *tis a Complement to his Ge- 
neroſity, by aſſuring his Devotion 
of the higheſt extraftion, and re- 
{training the acts of itto the no- 
bleſt ends. | 

He is the welcomeſt to Paradiſe 
who ventures tho alone,and comes 
un- 


Cuflomary Swearing. 


unattended thither: I mean, who 
by ſo reſolute a Bravery, as ſetting 
forward to Heaven, without ſtay- 
ing for Company, gives ſo good 


Example , * that he arrives there 


with much difficulty. To all 
_ this I muſt add, That when once 


*risnoted that the apprehenſ1on of 
being derided for retracting , is, 


the ole obſtacle that Rtands be- 
| tween your Reaſon and ſo impor- 
eant a change as your Converſion, 
they will juſtly efteem your par- 


vanimity ſo great, that you de-_ 


ſerve derifion for ſo poorly fearing 
it ; and ſo you will fall into that 
Contempt you would decline, by 
your very ſhunning of it. If then 
Laughter in this caſe cannot abſo- 
Jutely on both fides be avoided, 
ſure it's much better to endurethat 
of Fools at your Repentance, than 
that of Wiſe Men at your Time- 

| K 2 rouſnels. 
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rouſnels. Did not Martyrs, tho- 
rough Frowns, Infamy, and Tor- 
ments, force x64 a Paſlage 
ro the ſame Heaven you aim at, 
and will you wich Smiles be fright- 
ed from your Happineſs 2 I am 
aſham'd ont ; and if. you be not 
ſo of your ſelf, Chrift will be ſo 
_ of you: For, Whoſoever ( ſays our 
" Saviour, who before Pontius Pilate 
witneſſed a good confeſſion ) ſhall be 
aſhamed of me and of my words, in 
this adulterous and ſinful generation, 


of him alſo ſhall the ſon of man be 


| aſhamed when he cometh m the glory of 


his father, with the holy Angels. And 
truly, for my part, I had-rather be 
laugh'd at by men on earth, than 


how]l with the Devils in Hell. 
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DIGRESSION. 


[ Nor need we be 
(as even the beſt 
New Converts often 
are ) ſo ſcrupulous to 
own Repentance for 
fear of injuring Hu- 
mility ; fince cer- 
tainly if the latter be 
a Virtue, ſhe cannot 
enjoin a Vice fo hei- 
nous as Ingratitude, 
by forbidding us even 


The Lines included with- 
in this Parentheſss | ] may 
perhaps paſs for, one , and 


appear ſomewhat foreign - 


both to the Theme and 
Style of this Diſcourſe - I 
have yet ventur'd to infert 
them here, to pleaſe a Perſon 
that I much affe@.; leaving 
to the Reader a liberty to 
Skip them if he pleaſe ; bur 
if he chance to vonuckſGte 


them, a peruſal, I muſt beg 


for them his attention, noc 
that they deſerve it, bur be- 
cauſe they need it. Þ ends 


p. 87. 


ſuch a Retribution as Acknow- 
ledgment ; for ſure "tis the leaſt 
return we owe to God for his 
Gifts, to confeſs that we havere- 


Who 


ceived them. 


would not 


tax him of Uathankſulnelſs, that 
. being loaded with a Prince's 
Preſents, ſhould diſclaim them, 


for fear of confeſling himlelt to 


be 
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be rich. Altho a Woman prais'd 
for her Complexion, be bound in 
Modeſty to gainlay thoſe Praiſes, 


. yet if the Fire have given her'a 
good Colour, 'tis not thought 
- Pride to refrain contradifting, be- 


cauſe the Effect being natural to 
the Fire, and requiring no excel- 
lenc Prediſpoſitions in the Obje&; 


*.. to refer thoſe aſcriprions to their 
Cauſe, is held to/ juſtify the not 


rejeting them : 'So-tho thereibe 
an eye of Vanity in the Pablica- 
tion of thoſe Graces, whoſe near 
reſemblance ( or affinity ) to Vir- 
cues merely Moral, leaves their 
Extra&@ion dubious ; yetcrue Re- 
pentance is a Grace ſo purely fo- 
reign, that being acted in us by a 
Principle not native-or acquired, 
but infus'd, to own the having 
received it, 'is not to boaſt our 
Merits , 'but acknowledge our 
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Debts ; che vanity being rather 
on the other ſide, who by pre- 
tending to diſclaim ſo ſupernatu- 
ral a _ imply chat they 
efteem it to be their own Inhert- 
cance or Purchaſe. God's Goodneſs 
beihg ſo free, that 'tis the only 
Tile to its ſelf;; and the motives 
of his Favours being taken from 
himſelf and not from us, his Bleſ- 
ings argue indeed the Bounty of 
the Benefactor, bur infer not the 
Merit . of the obliged ; ſince the 
Spiric's Irradiations into our Souls 
{like the Sun's ſhining upon 
Shrubs and Hemlock ) is due to 
the diffuſivenels of his Goodnels, 
not the attra&tiveneſs of ours. 
Moral Virtues may perhaps be 
relembled to Great Mens Cloaths, 
which ſupply thoſe that ſee them, 
with ſome conjectures of the 
Quality of thoſe that wear them: 

But 
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But inſpired - Graces ( ſuch as 
Repentance is) are like their 
Liveries, whoſe Gawdineſgevinces 
not the Footman's Deſerts, but 


his Lord's Splendidneſs ; and in 
mens eſteem entitles the Lacquey 


ro nothing but a-good Maſter. 
Thoſebetter Qualities Blood may 
convey, or Induſtry acquire, like 
Honours conferr'd by Princes , 
ſuppoſe the Party deſerving ; but 
Heavenly Donatives are like 
Alms, which ever preſume need ; 
and where they are more liberally 
beſtow'd, ſtronglier conclude the 
greatneſs of the Party's Wants than 
Merits. re 
Upon ſuch Conſiderations , 
poſiibly, as theſe, the great Apo- 
ſtle (after a recital of his firſt 
unworthineſs) .ſcruples not to 
write of himſelf in ſuch bold 
erms as theſe ; By the grace of God 


a Tam 
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Tam what TI am, and his grace which * Cor.15. 
was beſtowed on me was not in vain ; b 

but I laboured more abundantly than 

they all, ( meaning the College of 

the Holy Apoſtles ) yet not I, but 

the grace of God Which was with me. 

(1 might produce many reſem:- Inan Ec 


ſay of mi» - 


bling Paſſages of Scripture, had gen 
I not handled this Subject elſe- Modefty. 
where. ) Bur truly, ſince you are 
commanded in the Goſpel to let war. 5.16, 
your light ſo ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee your good works, and glo- 
rify your father which is in heaven ; 
' you ought to conſider whether or 
no your expreſling a ſerious diſlike 
of others preſent, and your own 
former praCtice ( in point of 
Swearing ) do not either proclaim 
your Repentance, or infer you a 
Hypocrite. And if your Reaſon 
( as queſtionleſs ic will ) lead you 
to embrace. the affirmative, be- 

L lieve 
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lieve you are then further to be 
put in. mind, that not only the 
Confeſſion. of our Virtues is uſt 
fable when it is neceſlary to-your 
Juſtification, but / tho-in all other 
caſes our actions ſhould commend 
us, not we our ſelves, Praiſe be- 
ing 2 Debt which he that pays 
himſelf, acquicsall others of ) even 
the mention of our own Prailes is 
allowable, when they are pro- 
duc'd,. not toextol, but barely to 
| vindicace us,. and:findaa ſ\ufficient 
defence in its. being neceſſary unto 
Ours. 

The owning, of | Repentance 
has ſo much of Penance in it, 
that there is not any Grace 
more indiſpos'd toa perverſion in- 
to Vanity ; for ſtill Regentance 
| (like the Pardon/it endeavours to 
_ procure-) does preſuppoſe a Faulc, 
having this particular unhappineſs 
above 
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above other Virtues , that' men 
cannot arrive at it bur through 
Vice. And therefore in the return 


to the difintereſtedneſs of action, 


Virtue' ( who can ſcarce more re- 


ward our loveto her, than by im-/ 
parting uato us a higher degree of 


it)” commonly recompenceth ſo 
unſelfiſh a ' Duty, by making it a 
powerful engagement to perſeve- 
rance againſt Relapſes; and any 


affront or loſs ſuſtain'd upon that” 


ſcore, curnsSto a Blefling, by pro- 


dncing in us towards Religion, 


the uſual property of Sufferers for 
2 Cauſe, more Zeal and Paſſion 
for the Party men have been Suf- 
ferers for. But admit you could 
not own Repentance , without 
being fancied vain, muſt the fear 
of others ſins continue ( thoſe 
that are immediately ) yours ? 
Will you rather ler others fin by 


E. 2 1mi- 
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imitation of your bad actions, 
than in their miſconſtruction of 
your good ones ? And will you 
quench the Spirit, and refrain from 
being virtuous, leſt men ſhould 
think you know your ſelf to beſo ? 
Eſpecially fince our Ignorance in 
good Performances, tho it crimi- 
nate the act, degrades the Agent 
from the Title of Virtuous : Vir- 
tue being a habitudeeleCive, and 
_ election pre-requiring knowledge. 
Which reaſon I might fortify, by 
asking to what end Preachers 
ſhould light us ſo many Candles, 
and give us ſo many Touchſtones 
to diſcover and examine Graces 
with, if our being conſcious to our 
own Repentance were a fault that 
deſerved it > Undoubtedly, that 
were (and that were ſtrange ) to 
make it our Duty to leek, - what it 
were our Sin to find. 

| This 
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| This laſt RefleQion | muſt re- 
cruit, by adding, Thar ſince our 
1mprovement of, and thankfulneſs 
for Grace, will be expected pro- 
portionable ro our ſtock of it, 
( as the Parable of the Talents, 
and our Saviour's declaring, that 
where much 1s given, there alſo much 
will berequired, evinces ) we cannot 
without the knowledge of our 


Receits, know what our Returns 


muſt be ( of Gratitude and Duty ) 
to be an{werable to them. The 
- utmoſt that Modeſty does exact of 
you , is the declining of thoſe 
Praiſes your actions do deſerve, 
| Not the refraining ations that de- 
ſerve ' Praiſe, for fear of being 
ſuſpected to affect it. But truly, 
Baſhfulneſs, tho in Maids thought 
a Virtue, in Virtue isa fault ; for 
ſure it is one of the grorſt Com- 


| plements you can pur upon the 
Spirit, 
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Spirit, to-lock him up.in a dun- 
geon, for ſhame to own'his Vi- 
ts. | 

The union betwixt Virtues 1s 
too. ftrift, and their afliſtances ſo 
xeciprocal, that That maybe con- 
cluded to:be:no Virtue,' that for- 
. (bids the exerciſe of any, and does 
not rather . facilitate than-obſtruct 
it:; Certainly 'ris better be accuſed 
of Vanity , than guilty of Re- 
lapſes; and if ſome Reputation 
muſt be loſt, 'ris fitter chat you 
ſhould be diſhonoured by other 
mens faults, than God by yours ; 
for he is good enough to recom- 
pence his ſervants, 'not only for 
being good, burfor their not being 
thought. ſo for his ſake; and to 
make one day their Diſhonour 
( not only che'Foil, but) the Pur- 
chaſe of their Glory. I have 
ſpent the more nk to carry away 
Lopttes:* - © EE this 
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this Obſtruction , becauſe I have 
obſerved it to be a Block, at which 
the beſt-natur'd Novices in Piety 


are the moſt prone to ſtumble; 


the Devil, our ſubtle Antagoniſt, 
( more Serpent far than that he 
tempted our Firſt Parents in, when 
he infinuated himſelf into our 
credulons Mother's eaſy Fairh ; 
in which [|y winding Creature , 
he eledted not a fitter Inſtru- 
ment than Emblem) in the 
Scruple we have laboured to re- 
move, leaving his own to aſſume 
the borrowed habit of an Angel of 
_ Lieht; in that Diſguiſe to make 
' Vircue claſh with Grace, and per- 
vert Modeſty into an Obſtacle of 
Reformation. Thus when Man 


was once fallen from Paradiſe, 
even Cherubims intercepted his 
return unto the Tree of. Life. 


The 
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The Laſt Excuſe. 
Laſtly, ( replies the Swearer ) 
All this I confeſs to be very true ; 
but what would you have me to 


- do? Long time and cuſtom have 


ſo habituated me to this Vice, that 
I find the Impoſlibiliry of my ſub- 
duing' it, as great as my willing- 
nels to leaye it. 


- - Anſw. Well, Iam very glad we | 
have brought you to this paſs: 
*Tis then confeſledly a fin, and a 
great one: The queſtion there- 
fore is, Whether ir be fitter for 


God to make it no fin, or you not 


to make it yours; and for him to 
be reconcil d to the evil of its na- 
ture, or for you to deſiſt from its 
prattice? Your Apology is juſt as 
excuſing as the Murderer's would 
be, who ſhould alledge before 

his 


C one SP. — —_—— 
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his Judge, that fince he had been 
.- a Murderer from his Youth, he 


begs to be excuſed ; but truly for 


{ his part he could not help ir, and 


he muſt needs continue the Trade 
of cutting of Throats, that he 
had ſo long praftic'd. Is not 
yours a holy conſequence, I have 
been wicked long , therefore [ 
will continue ſo ſtill 2 Sure 'ris the 
Devil's Logick, from thoſe fins 
that evidence the Juſtice of our 
ſuddener Repeatance; to infer the 


legitimateneſs of our Relaples in- 


co Crimes. The Argument would 
have as much Reaſon, and more 
Honeſty , that concludes out of, 
I have been wicked but too long 
already ; that, Therefore I muſt 
be ſo no more; and from our for- 
mer want of Piety, infers there 
needs a greater meaſure now to 
make amends for paſt Omiſſions. 

M You 


3g 
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You would judge him uncharita- 
ble, that ſhould tell you that you 


_ are ſcarce ſo much as deſirous to 


_ and declines topurchale it by an 


be forgiven : But ( to ſhew you 
how little you have for your opi- 
nion, beſtdes your wiſhes) conſi- 


der who would think that Delin- 
quent very. ambitious of Pardon, 


- whorefules to accept it, unleſs he 


may have licenſe to thieve again; 


engagement againſt former Miſde- 
meanors. Certainly, 


Weak is th* Excuſe that is on Cuſtom 
built ; 

For th' Uſe of ſmning leſſens not 
the Guilt. 


And Cuſtom in Evil rather in- 


creaſes than contracts the faulc ; 
for that Cuſtom that now is the 
Parent, was firſt the Child of 


Ln, 


/ 


/ 


j 


Cuftomary' Swearing. 


91 


Sin, ſince the Evil of Cuſtompro- . 


ceeds from the Cuſtom of Evil ; 
(like Ice, which tho ic eaſily thaw 


into Water, was firft produced out 


of that Element's Congelation. ) 
And therefore our equitable and 
impartial Laws , that in Theft 
chaftiſe the firſt faults only with a 
Brand upon the Hand or Shoulder, 
puniſh Relaples with deſerved 
Death. 

Nor are the Obſtacles that op- 
pole your cure, 4o ſtubborn as you 
are pleas'd rofancy them. We flat- 


| ter our ſelves in augmenting the 
Difficulcy of our Repentance , 


that we may leſſen the Guilt of 


our Neglects.. The truth on'r is, 


our baſeneſs adds dimenſions to 


_ theſe difficulties, becauſe we are 
really loath to forſake our 1ins, and - 


yet would fain cheat our Conſcis 
ences into a belief, chat our re- 
mz M2 fractorineſs 


[ | 
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 fractorineſs and impenitency do 
proceed, not from our unwilling-. 
neſsto mend, but from our impo- 
rence. We do not, in this caſe, 
like many flouriſhing Orators, 
who out of oftentation uſe to 
create Monſters, afterwards to 
quell them ; but like Children in 
the dark, who fancy firſt horrid 
miſhapen Bug-bears, and then are 
frighted by them. _ 

And yet when the light Penal- 
ty of a Shilling is laid upon each 
Oath , and ftritly exafted , we 
may. eaſily diſcern a viſible abate- 
ment in the tale of your fins, as 
long as you are true to your en- 
gagement ; which were not moſt 
men too ſoon weary of, would 
 ( probably) ſoon make them 
weary of Offences of that na- 
ture. 


'Tis 


' to ſubdue. 
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"Tis the opinion both of Pijous 
and of TJudicious Perſons , that 
Swearing is therefore, tho not the 
moſt unpardonable., at leaſt the 
* moſt inexcuſable of Vices ; be- 
cauſe that in it men have moſt 

wer to refrain: And in effect, 
this fin is ſo deſtitute both of 
Temptations, Advantages, and 
Apologies, that in ſubduing the 
Cuſtom of Swearing, we have 
ſcarce any thing but the Caſtom 
Try; *tis leſs eaſy 
to ſurmount the belief of the 
_difficulty , chan the difficulty ir 
ſelf, which nothing makes ſo much 
invincible, as our thinking that it 
is ſo. 

Here, a willingneſs to hoiſe 
. Sail (to quit this ruinous Vice ) 
| ſerves for a proſperous Gale. If 
therefore Chriſt by giving you a 
| defire to ſhake off the clogging 


Yoke 
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Yoke of Sin, do call you to him- 
ſelf, give me leave to ſay to-you, 
as the people did to the blind man 

Mark ro. Of Jericho, Be of good comfort, riſe, 

#9 bhecalleth thee. And to compleac 

that: comfort, I muſt tell you, 

thac' the Operation of Saving 

Grace upon 'the:Sickneſles of the 

, Soul, is" like that'of the Pool of 

_ 5-2, Betheſds upon the Infirmities of 

'® the Body, ſince without all re- 

gard either to the age or' great- 

neſs of the diſeaſe, ſo the remedy 

be bur! duly applied, the' Cure is 
infallible; 

_ I ſhall never deſpair of the re- 

covery' of any; thar is but hearti- 

ly deſirous to be reclaim'd ;  {inee 

that: which: God was pleas'd' to 

make' me' lately inftramental to 

work upon a Gentteman, whole 

Nation being! French, his Vice lit- 

tle younger than himſelf, Humor 

EX- 


 Guflemar) $ wearing. 


-' Cholerick, and his ap- 
prehenſions of the Succeloleſineſs 
of his Endeayours very great , 

obliged him to vanquiſh Indiſpo- 
fitions numerous and great e- 
nough to make that concurrence 
very frequent in! one ſingle per- 
fon; and yet beftgre one Fortnight 
Þ was effluxt, he 
, Conqueſt over this ſtubborn 


, 2s might keep him from growing 
{ proud of ſo ſudden a Recovery. 
' So ealy is it after having van- 


| Difficulty, to overcome the Dif- 
A ficulry i it ſelf; for in matter of un- 
caly Chriſtian Duties, we mult 
not only: conſider the diſpropor- 
_tion of our Weakneſſes to the Ob- 
ftacles we: muſt ſurmount , but 


Allow the diſproportion: of thoſe 
Ob- 


Brain'd ſo viſible 


quiſh'd che Imagination of the 


2 


Vice, that he had afterwards only 
j as many relicks of it to fupprels, 


96 


A Diſcourſe againſt 
Obſtacles, to the Supernatural 
Afſiſtances we ought to hope for. 
For God requires nothing at our 
hands , which his own” Favour 


( zealouſly implord by our ad- 


 drefſes) will not enable us to 


execute. Andin this, the Com- 


' mands of God, differ from thoſe 


| of men, that the latter but lay 
on us an Obligation, the former 


Mark 2. 
9, 12. 


inveſt us with a Power to obey 


them. As when our Saviour 


commanded the fick man ( in the 
Goſpel) to take up his bed, and walk, 


atthe fame inſtant he ſtrengthens 


. his Sinews to perform what he 


Gen. 1: 3 


Obedience. 


enjoin'd: And in the firſt Crea- 
tion, that powerful Command, 
Let there be light, gave that bright 
Creature an Exiſtence, to make 
ic capable of paying him an 
Let not then Tasks 
above the forces of our Nature, 


dil: 
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diſanimate thoſe that may expect 
aſliftances from his Almightineſs, 
who in the ſame Leaves where he 
commands us to perform more 
than we are able, promiſes to do 
in us what he commands ; ince 
difficulties are not effential pro- 
perties of obſtacles, but only diſ- 
proportions to the powers they 
are torefiſt, Bur admit that your 
habitude of ſwearing have ren- 
dred your Converſion as difhculct 
as you pretend ; ſure then, that 
which Cuſtom of finning has con- 
feſledly made ſounealy, the conti- 
nuance of that Cuſtom is very 


unlikely to facilitate : As proba-. 


bly may he, whom a Surfeit of 
Melons has caſt into a Fever , 
| hope for a Cure by eating more 
again. No, no; remember that 
| bad Cuſtoms, like Conſumprtions, 
admit of Remedies in the begin- 

N. ning, 


93 


A Diſcourſe againſt 


ning, but grow {till more incura- 
ble -by delay ; and Vices., like 
young Trees, the longer they are 


let grow, the. greater difficulty 


there is in felling of them ; each 
ſingle fin being not bad only for 
the evil of the a&, but the pro- 
penlity it gives to repetition, 


SECT. 
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net the danger of his Dif- 
eale, withot& preſcribing him the 


Remedies that may contribute to - 


his Recovery, would be but to 
give him a perfe&er knowledge 
of his wretchedneſs, and prove a 


Truth as uncomfortable to him as 


an Jonis fatuus to the benighted 
Traveller that. has loſt his way, 


whole horrid light ſerves not to - 


guide, bat to affright the Wander- 
er: Ithink it not amiſs in the en- 
ſuing Directions to caft the Swears 
er a few Cords, by which (if 
they be carefully laid hold on) he 
may happily be drawa out of that 
deep and dangerous Pit of Sin, 
into which his Negligence or his 
_ | N 2 Cor- 


U T becauſe to ſhew a ſin- 
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Corruptions may have betray'd 
him. Nor ler the courſeneſs of 
theſe home-ſpun Lines divert you 
from making them Inſtruments of 
your Reſcue ; for Silk and Satten 
Ribbons, you know, are not ſo 
proper to draw men out of Pits, 
as homely Hempen Cords : Nor 
did the impriſon'd Prophet refuſe 
to be drawn up out of the Dun- 

Jer.:28. geon, tho by the help of old caſ? 


1 12:13-clouts and rags: Since in cales of 
this nature, 'tis not the Value nor 
the Fineneſs of the Inſtrument, 
bur their Fitneſs for our Purpoles, 
that we ought chiefly to regard. 
But to begin without more Cir- 
cumſtance. 


_ DIRECT, 1. 
My firſt Advice ſhall be, Seri- 
ouſly to conſider, that Swearing is 
_ a Sin, and ſuch a Sin too, as not 
It's 


its Nature, but its Commoneſs 
only, makes men count little : 
For if we may judge of the great- 
neſs of the,Crime, by that of the 


Vengeance” Heaven infliteth on * 


it, certainly God has divers times 
ſo ſeverely puniſh'd obdurate and 
incorrigible Swearers , that were 
his Judgments on them as di- 


Falg'd as they have been terrible, 


that crying Sin, would (poſlibly ) 
be almoſt as unfrequent as it ought 


to be. Nor will the ſeeming . 


harmleſsneſs of that a&t do mote” 
than make a parallel betwixt your 
fate,and that fond Wretches (men-' 


tion'd in the Book of Numbers ) Numb. 


that provok'd ſtoning, for gather- 
ing a few ſticks on the Sabbath- 
day. For tho Almighty God 
(whole Will is the exacteſt Rule 
of Good- and Ill ) ſhould forbid 
ations otherwiſe Innocent , yet 

lus 
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his Prohibition diveſts them from 
that. ah : And (as the pre- 


ceding. Verſes of . chat » Paſlage 
alledg'd of Numbers intimate } 
makes you liable to aJuſt. Puniſh- 
ment, tho_nor for the at, yet for 
the. diſobedience. Abd conſo- 
nantly we find, that tho the kil- 
ling of ſo horrid and Parricidicial 


Gen. 4.15. © Murderer as Cain, might ſeem an 


Act of Juſlice, yet. God by his pro- 
hibicion having reader'd ic a fin, 
annexes a Sevenfold Vengeance to 
Teuredes of that Command. 
, tho the rebuilding of. a 
E7 Ciry .be in it felf not only 
pJoornts 2 highly conducing to 
publick good ; :yet. God ( to 
Fw, che Independency of his 


Joſh. 6.26. Juſtice ) having forbidden there-_ 


1 Kings 
I6. 34+ 


edification of. Jericho's raz'd Walls, 
puniſh'd the Tranſgreſlion of that 


ExRphetch Order , in the very 
_ Chil- 
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_ Children of the Tranſgrefſor. An 
Example of Severity very obſer- 

vable, being not, that I know of, 

to be parallel'd. Conſider not 
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therefore ſo much (in your Swear- | 


ing ) the liccle harm you do, as 
the great God you offend. Falſe 
Coinage is as well Felony in Far- 
things , as in Half Crowns, or 
Twenty-Shilling-Pieces. And as 
careful Mothers ſoundlier whip 
their Children for eating ſowre 
' Crabs, and (uch Green T'rafh, than 
ripe and goodly Fruit; ſo often 
are thoſe fins moſt ſeverely dealt 
with, which bring us leaſt advan- 
rage ; nor 1s it a Prodigy, to fee 
men get moſt ſtripes for thoſe ofs 
fences they getleaft by. 

It is an eaſy matter in trivial 
things to tranſgreſs | heinouſly. 
What Trifle could appear lighter 
than the eating of an Apple ? = 
cnls 
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this petty ſeeming Peccadillo loſt 
Adam Paradiſe, and us a Title-to 
it : God's Interdi&t enabling the 
Core of that Forbidden - Fruit to 
choak' his Immortality , and his 
Poſterity*s hopes of it upon earth. 
Butl1 purpoſely decline all Inftan- 
ces of this nature, not only. in 
purſuance of my intended Brevi- 
ry, but becauſe *tis much nobler 
and-more handſom for you to owe 
your. Repentance to your Rea- 
ſon, thag to your Apprehenſ1on. 


DEREEE. I... - 

In the next place ,I ſhall pre- 
{cribe, 'A Zealous and Incefſanc 
Sallicitation at ,the Throne ' of 
Grace, for Power. to ſubdue this 
ftubborn Vice. This Second Ad- 
vice St. James ſeems to ſuggeſt to 
us in theſe words, Reſiſt the devil, 
and be will flee from you ; and he 1m- 
£17 mediately 
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mediately adds theſe, Draw nigh 
3 rnto God, and he will draw nigh unto 
J . yok. And truly men preſume coo 
y much, when they imagine thoſe 
treacherous natural Forces of their 
own, are able to redeem that Spi- 
ritual Liberty they were unable to 
defend; and then they loſe their 
| beft advantages, when their 0- 


miſſions of applying themſelves 


to their Maker, makes them ne- 
ole&t Supplies infallibly vifori- 
ous, which wait but the implo- 
ring, to advance to their reſcue. 
Ceaſe not then with Moſes to lift 


up your hands to Heaven, 'till you exod. r3. 


have thereby diſcomfited and de- 
ſtroy'd theſe ſpiritual Amalekites, 
your Vices: And believe it, 
Prayer ( to'uſe a Term of Phy- 
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ſick) is a Specifick Remedy againſt 


this Diſeaſe , and deſerves that 
among all the Weapons proper 
UG . + for 
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for this Warfare, you ſhould ſay 
that of it, that David ſaid of huge 


3 Sam. 21. Goltab's Sword , There is none like 


9. 


\ 


that, giveit me. | 17:1 
For Prayer perform'd with 
thoſe due Rites its Object requires 
in it, gives us ſuch awful ſenci- 
ments of God's Holy Name, that 
our Conſcience will not-in a ſhort 
while after permit us to diſpenſe 
with the uſurping it in vain. And 


_ thus this lacred Duty does not on- 


ly procure, but in a manner give 
us what we pray for : As when 
ſome ſqueamiſh and: diſreliſh'd 


perſon takes a long walk to the 


_- ©.» Phyſician's Lodging to,beg ſome 


remedy for his Inappetence, his 
very walking thither does in ſome 
meaſure give him that good Sto- 
mach he hopes to regain by the 
Medicines he ſhall get there. 


But 
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- Bucif in your fuſt attempts this 
Sin meet with a:ſucceſs more. an- 
ſwerable to your fears than your 
deſires, be not 'diſcourag'd at it, 
but make of this delay the uſe it is 
intended for, 'a Riſe of greater 
eagerneſs and . importunity in the 
purſuit of your addreſſes. Nor 
_ think it ſtrange, that God ſhould 
make you wait a while for the 
rant of your requeſts, that have 
wo ſo tediouſly refractory to the 
Motions of his Spirir, that ſum- 
mon'd your obedience to his 
commands. But loſe not Pa- 
tience, for the wiſh'd ſupply will 
infallibly arrive at laſt, and all 
your expectation, will but ſerve to. 
endear it when receiv'd; for God 
will not be. wanting with his 
Power to affift what is undertaken 
only for: his Glory. 


O 2 | Nor 
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Nor is it leſs our duty to truſt 
in his Promiſes, than to obey his 


Commands; and we- may conh- 
dently expe& from his Faithfulneſs 


| to the one, what he will enable 


' our endeavours. to . perform. the 


other. The great Apoſtle tells 
us, [that the ſame God will give 
us to will, that worketh-in us to do: 
And therefore you may be confi- 
dent, that (as heelſewhere ſpeaks) 
he which hath begun a good work in you, 
will:perform it unto the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt. And on this ſcore our Sa- 


 viour,- who entails happineſs only 


Mat. 5. 6. 


to the-godly, does yer pronounce 
them; bleſſed, that bunger and thirſt 
after -righteouſneſs,. promiſing that 
they: ſhall be: ſatisfied.  Thus.he 
that graciouſly accepts.the will for the 
deed, counts good: defires but In- 
fant Holineſs, as things that dif- 
fer from more perfect Graces, not 

** In 
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in their Nature; ' but their ( Age 
_and:)' Growth. 
| In the mean time, let this Con- 
fideration .'comfoxt you , That 
thole ſins diſpleaſe God leaſt, that 
_dilpleaſe the Doer moſt :* And 
that in this our Combats againſt 
{ins are differenc'd from our Bat- 
tels amongſt men ; that in the for- 
mer the Vi&ory depends not (o 
much on our Succeſs as our Re- 
* hiftance; ſince none are there held 
 yanquiſh'd, but ſubmitters. And 
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for your further comfort , you” 


may take each Vietory Grace wins 
.of your Corruptions , not only 
for a Preparative tonew ones, bur 
2 an Earneſt of more. For the 
JConqueſts of Saving Grace in the 
Soul are not like thoſe the Sea 


makes Acquiſitions by the Flow, 
bur to loſe them again within few 
hours 


[/ makes upon the Strand, when it 
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hours by the Ebb : But che Expe- 
ditions of the Spirit againſt Vices, 
are like thoſe of the 'Crown'd 
Rider of the White: Horſe in the 
Revelation , of whom-it 'is ſaid, 
Thar%e went forth conquering, and 
to conquer. 


DIRECT. 1. 
. In the next place, as far as con- 
 veniency will permit, 'twere fit to 


fly the Converſation, or at leaſt 
the Familiaricy of profeſt Swear- 
es. This Advice of declining 
Infetious Company, tho in a ge- 
neral Caution ever found preva- 
lent againſt all Yices, has a pecu- 
liar property againſt this : For 
there being very ſmall ( if any) 
Temptation to it in:our natures, 
it -15 principally imitated from 
others, ( as when one yawns, 
moſt of the Company, though 
wood other- 


WE 4 
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otherwiſe uninclin'd to that a, 
do uſually yawn out of {ympas 
2, and ſo ſubſiſts but as 'tis che» 
riſh'd by Example and Cuſtom , 
( its Motive and ics Nurſe). 
And therefore , a very effeftual 
mamecy againft Swearing, is by 

K converling where it is diſcounte- 
nanc'd; to ſtarve it by diſconti- 
nuance, forcing that ſhame of ſins 
gularity that firſt begot it, to 

make amends for the miſchief ic Ss 
has occaſion'd, by employing it at 

to the rujn of its own Productions. w, 
AsPhyſieians make Scorpions their | 
own Antidote by preparing out 
of them an Oyl that is Sovereign 
againſt their Stings. Lovers of 
the ſame Sin , may ( methinks ) 
be reſembled unto Firebrands , 
which being laid together, kindle 
each other by their mutual heat ; 
but being ſever'd and kept fo as 

ſunder, 
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ſunder, each ſingle Brand, after a 

lictle ſmoaking, does of it ſelf go 

"IM * +6 
DIRECT. IV. 

For the Fourth Remedy, I 


ſhould adviſe the Swearer to ob- 


lige himſelf to pay or ſuffer ſfome- 
what for every Oath he ſwears ; 
thoſe lictle Forfeitures ſerving both 
as Monitors and as Penalties. But 
if the Bargain tye you, to Pecu- 
niary Disburſements, be ſure di- 
ſtreſſed Chriſtians be ( at leaſt ) 
Sharers in them. Por if ( as Di- 
vines tell us ) 'the Poor be God's 
Receivers, they ſeem to have a 
Title as well by Juſtice as' by 


-Charity , to the Amerciaments 
that are eftreated upon Treſpai- 


ſes againſt their Lord. But have 
a care you turn not this Phyſick 
into Poylon, by imagining that 

. when 
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« when you haye fin'd for your en- 
- gagements, you have done Pe» 
- nance for your ſins; and by your 
Tuſtice to your Compads, can- 
_celld your Diſobedience to your 
| Maker. No, no, God Tequires 
' not that you ſhould” part with 
- your, Sixpences , bur © with your 
- Sins ;- and the Repentance heac- 
.cepts, conſiſts not in'a paying for, 
- but in forſaking your Tranſgrel- 
Hons. Efteem then theſe incon- 
"Iiderable Muldts but. as Remem- 
-brancers-of your Faults, nor Sa 
tisfa@tion for them. | (F 


|  Allyd to this Expedicnti is eh 
uſeful one of procuring ſome dif- 


. Creet Friend ,' by pt you in” 


mind of every Oath, to-force you 

to take notice of your Faults ; 

- Which this courſe will very much 
 Eontribure to make you both wea- 

P ry 
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ry. and, aſham'd of, © Proyided 
; 7 ys,. 'that theſe Reprehenfions 
be as well ſcaſfonable as juſt ; for 
ro.corre& men in the fir violent 
tranſports: of. their Choler, is. by 
adgniſtring Phyſick in the extre- 
ity of; ae Fir, but to exaſpe- 
tead. of curing. Realon 
| being to our Paſſons, as the Wind 
ro-the Fires.;, the ſame Puff that 
will blow our the Flames of a 
= dle,. will but kindle thoſe 
t; prey. upon a Faggat. Re- 
pre henſfions may. Cena Paſ- 
ſions when they. are. weak, but 
do but incenſe them whilſt they 
are raging. . 'Tis liſted amongſt 
the M iracles of Chriſt , that 
Mats, 26. he ONCE Lea a Sarma into a 
Fotms: 
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AW@IRECT..V,: 
The Fifth thing. that I muſt 
rage our Swearer., 1s to rex 
ſolve at once to renounce that 
| Vice, by a Deſertion not only 
-fincere., but unſuſpended and 
intire, Were it but one of 
theſe mere Motal Failings, whoſe 
 Unficneſs: or  Misbecomingneſfy 
*makes all the Guilc,, 1 ſhould 
- poſlibly. counſel you. to , wean 
- yourſelf of ic by degrees, whoſe 
| progreſs were ſcarce diſcernible 
'before its end; juſt as Phyſicians 
-uſe to reclaim thoſe that have 
been long accuſtomed to 'un- 
wholſame Diet. .Bur as the ſame 
'Phyſicians, when once a dange- 
-rous Surfeit is contracted, reſtrain 
not by degrees, but totally and; 
abruptly, thoſe Excefles that oc+., 
"x 5. "0 2 caſlton'd 
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caſion'd ir, and whoſe continu- 
ance would prove fatal to the Pa- 
cient; ſo Here, where that which 
is$to be forſaken,” is notſo-proper- 
ly a Fault'as a Sin, we mult re- 
| frain without rhe leaft Exception 
or *Connivance ; ſince. elſe (the 
thing prohibited being in it ſelf a 
Sin) we allow our ſelves to offend 
God as much as ever, tho. not ſo 
often ;* by committing the ſame 
Sins .in Quality, however not in 
Multitude. rs 
Indeed what is lefſen'd yi the 
Number of 'our Oaths in this par- 
tial Reformation, is recompenc'd 
by the aggravated Heinouſneſs of 
' their nature ; thoſe that feem'd 
formerly. bur the ſlips of Infir- 
mity , being now authoriz'd by 
Diſpenfation. ' This bare abate- 
ment of the Tale of our Sins is a 
good 
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_ good Refuge, but a bad Deſign: 


_ Many times this diminution is the 


- utmoſt our Endeavours can ar- 
_ rive at ; but then it ought co be 
| practigd, and not to beintended; 
| for true Repentance, and a pur- 
| Pole of relapſing, are hugely in- 

"conſiſtent; the one not being 
"real, without 2 property deftru- 
' tive to the other; fince he bue 
"very lamely repents his Crimes, 
hat reſolves not againſt Relapſes 
-into the Crimes that he repens. 
No, no, this faint defifting from 


ſome acts of Vice, does but en- 


dear the reſt that is unexil'd, and 
"that importunately urge for the 
recalling of their baniſh'd Com- 
'panions. This mild remiſsneſs, 
tf it do not prune a Vice, at leaft 
at does bur lop it ; and that pro- 
1 hibirs | not its furure growth ; 


which 


wF 7 
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_ which the only way infalliby to 


prevent, is to dig it up by the 
Roots, with the Spade of an 
abſolute and irrevocable Reſolve, 
never to accord to our ſelves fo 


much as by connivance, the leaſt 


Licenſe that may endanger a Re- 
lapſe. In this caſe, Extirpacion 
is that alone which can ſecure our 
quiet; and the only way that 


leads to an eſtabliſh'd-lafery, is a 


ſeverity that its obje& ſecures 
from all poſſibility of exceſles. 
A Sinner's condition may: be re- 
ſembled to a Moule in a Pail of 
Water ; if ſhe can get our at one 
leap, well and good , otherwiſe 
her toyl will prove but fruitleſs, 
in attempting to get out by de- 


gICcs. | 


D I- 
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DIRECT. VL 

. Laſtly, My concluding Pre- 
cept is, To make frequent and 
ſerious RefleAions upon che Va- 
nity and Fooliſhneſs of Swearers, 
who live as if they meant to re- 
move all our wonder from the 
Folly of our Firſt Parents, that 
loft Paradiſe for an Apple. Sure 
that theſe people are not quarter'd 


| in Bedlam, ( where far lefs Fren- 
zZies have imprifon'd many } pro» 


ceeds rather from the Multirnde 
of the infatuated, than any want 
of Madneſs in their a&tions : But 


' howſoever , wiſe men build 


Cages for them in their opinions, 
and in their ſoberer Thoughts 
condemn them to inhabic thoſe 
Frantick Lodgings. / 


/ 
/ 


/ Th at 


i20 A Diſcourſe againſt 


Gen. 34.7- That uſual expreſſion of Scri- 
oſh. 7.15 | 

Jaded 
20. 6, 


pture which ſometimes puts the 
word Folly inſtead of the word 


Sin, ſeems chiefly calculated for 


the Swearer's Vice, to which it 


does ſo eminently belong ,. and 


which is ſo- uncapable of being 
wrong'd by the appellation. | 


But to what has been already 
delivered, to ſhew how little 


ſhelter our Swearers find from all 


their weak Apologies, ( as cer- 
tainly the Fruicleſneſs and. Inex- 
cuſablenels of their Vice conſ1der- 
ed, almoſt no Sinners have more 
to anilwer for, and leſs to an- 


 {ſwer) we-muſt now add, That 


they want not only the Tempra- 
tion of: an Excuſe, but the very 
Excuſe of a Temptation, ( un- 
leſs its\being forbidden, pals for 


one ). 
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- one). For { Firſt ) this Mun- 


orel Ifſue cannot ( as other Vices 


uſe to be) be laid at Nature's door; 


we cannot father it upon Tira- 


duction, fince we inherit it not 


| from our Parents ; nor is it born 


with us, but learn'd by us; {o that 
here, before we can be Sinners, 
we | muſt have been Diſciples. 
But (then) all other Vices have 


__ either Honour, - (as Ambition ), 
or Profit, 


( as Avarice), or Des 
light, ( as Uncleanneſs), to 


' plead for their excule ; Swear- 


ing alone can plead nothing bur 
Guilty : So that if ever that ex- 


prefiion.of the Apoſtle, which 
mentions Superfluity of Naughtineſs, 5am. 1.21. 
| belong'd to any fin, 'tis certainly. 


here to be appropriated. 

 Thefilly Indians, that part with 

Gold and Jewels, for Glaſles, 
Q_ Whiltles, 
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Whiſtles, and ſuch crifling Gu- 
gaws, are Solomons to Swearers : 
Betwixt whoſe Madneſs, and the 
fam'd folly of Lyſimachu, who 
( parch'd with extreme Thirſt ) 
to get a little drink , became a 
voluntary Priſoner to his ( ſoon 
after vanquifh'd ) Enemies , I 
find no diſparity advaiitageous 
to Swearets ; it being a leſs ill 
bargain, to fell away ones Li- 
berty for ones Belly-full of Wa- 
ter, than to ſell away ones Soul 
for a Mouthefull of Air. This 
Swearing is a Hook without a 
Bait : And when Hell employ'd 
ics ſpurious . brood of Vices into 
the world to ſeduce mankind, it 
furniſh'd every one of them with 
a Dowry , either of Fame, of 
Pleaſure, or Advantage, to en- 
tice Lovers with; only poor 
Swear- 
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Swearing was left Portionlels ; 
a Miſtreſs ( only) for thoſe ge» 
| nerous and diſintereſted Sinners, | 
_ that need no Temptation ; but I 
loving Wickedneſs ( as they ought ( 
to do Virtue) for its own ſake | i 
alone, aim'd at nothing in the act - 
of fin, beyond the fatisfaftion 
of having committed it. To 
whom the Lord may juſtly ſay, A 
as he did to the T/raelites in the oe 
Prophet, Tou have ſold your ſelves 16. 51.3. - 
- for nought. For whereas uſually 
thoſe Vices that rifle the Soul, 
do bribe the Senſes ; in ſwearing 
. the poor Soul is ſtript of her Gra- 
ces, and robb'd of her Joys, 
without the leaſt Emolument ( of 
| Pleaſure or Advantage ) accruing 
'to the Senſes, This ſwearing 
(in my opinion) ise'en as fool- 
iſh as loving a-cruel Miſtreſs; a 


2.9 man 
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man parts with - his heart, and 
gers nothing in exchange for it. 
An Oath is like the Powder that 
charges a Granado, its proper- 
_ ties are to make a momentary, 
diſpleaſing noiſe, to offend thole 
that are within the reach of it, 
and to ſpoil that from which ic 
parts. Nor is that criminal blaſt 
unlike the Prophet's deſcription of 
-' the Cankerworm; of which he 
Natum 3 gives this Character, That it ſpoil 

% eth, and fleeth away. 


Bur the leſs advantages this 

Vice affords, the more culpable 

' tis; the Dilobedience as 0.0 Fi 
Folly of a forbidden act being 
increabid by the want of its being 
beneficial ; he that treſpaſſes for 
leaſt, cranſpreſles moſt ; for ſure 


is rather an aggravation than an 
_ excule 
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excuſe of having injured any 
body, that you get nothing by it. 
The Ambitious and the Incon- 
tinent , are like great Ladies , 


that ſurfeit upon Apricocks, Nes . 


Etarines, and Melons : Whereas 
the Swearer is but too juſtly re- 
ſembled ro thoſe Beggars, that 
kill chemſelves with Blackberries 
and Slows, and ſuch like Traſh, 
the Excrements of Hedges ; ha- 
ving Appetites as ridiculouſly 
noxious, as thoſe of ſome of our 


- Green-{1ckneſs Girls, whoſe Sto- 


machs riſe at Dainties, and long. 


for Loam and Charcoal. 

For my part, would I renounce 
my intereſt in Yeirtue, it ſhould be 
for the attaining of a Scepter, a 


" Fame tranſcending Ceſars; and ' 


(in a word ) where the Happineſs 
1 forfeited ſhould ſeem ſo recom- 
penc'd 
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penC'd by that I gain'd by loſing 
it, that wile men themſelves 

| ſhould have occaſion rather. to 
compaſſionate: my frailty , than 
admire my weakneſs, For I con- 
feſs it would extremely trouble 
me to hang for my Thirteen- 
pence-half-penny; and I am con- 
fident, 'that 'many of thoſe this 
ſenſeleſs Vice has damn'd, do find 
a vaſt acceſſion to the Pains of 

_ Hell it ſelf, in the conſideration 
of the Caule of their enduring 
chem. 


Since then, Swearing. 1s a Vice 

ſo ill qualified, chat you want a 

| Temptation to it, you find. no 
' Pleaſure in it, nor do derive any 
Advantage from it; O let not 
your obſtinacy to doat upon an 
empty fleeting ſound, that has 
nothing. 
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nothing in it of a Sin, except the 
Guilt, hinder you from ſhunning 
 Torments that will equal your 
Wretchedneſs to your Folly, and 


from keeping up a Title unto 


Toys, whoſe very Hope tranſcends 
all Earthly Happineſs , by oppo- 
 fing all your paſt Unneceſſary 
- Oaths, by one Inviolable Pro- 


' miſary One, Never to Swear Need- 


leſly again. 


Adyer-_ 


on” 
12 1. 4Y 
/ v4." of 


- rene ——_—_ ne er eres a ee an one ence TAI AAS. neo AGENTS ATC COP oo III POE oo AIST ner nl OI A TI I roo err . LP ren rerun EEIEnarna > rn on rn - — — —— zz 


Advertiſement. 


| 40 prevent all Miſtakes that may 
| ariſe _ ſome apprehenſtons of 


mine, wile ( ſeeming to cenſure Oaths 
without diſtinfion ) may poſſibly be 
ftretch'd beyond my meaning, Ithought 
my ſelf oblig d to declare, That inno 
arte} this Diſcourſe my intention was 
to juſtify that plauſible Error of our 
Modern Anabaptiſts', that indiſcrimi- 
nately condemn all Oaths. as abſolutely 
and indiſpenſubly prohibited and aboliſh- 
ed by the Goſpel : My Defign being 
only to reſtrain the Needleſs Abuſe , 
not interdif} the Neceſſary Uſe of 
Swearing, Whoſe Criminouſneſs if 
not in this Diſcourſe T have repreſented 
m its moſt enlarged dimenſions, I may 
you an Excuſe in the Preſident and 
Praftice 


 Praftice of thoſe Painters, who being 
t0 draw upon the Concaves of the 
Roofs of Churches, make their PiFures 
more Gigantick than the Originals they 
are to reſemble ; to recompence by that 
adyantage m the dimenſions, what the 
eye loſes by the diſtance from the object. 
For every Sinner naturally beholding 
Vice upon which he dotes, through the 
contrafting Optick of Self -love, muſt 
have the Idea of -his Crime enlarged be- 
yond its true proportions, to make him 
ſee tt in its juſt quantity. T might add, 
That "tis ſcarce poſſible to paint this 
ugly Negro in blacker Colours than 
his own; eſpecially ſince now this Sin 
is grown ſo much in faſhion, that it ex- 
pets not ( as moſt other Vices ) ſlow 
time or years to ripen jt ; ſince m our 
Very ſtreets we hourly hear Children 
( who ſure offer up Oaths as the Firſt- 
Fruits to the Deyil ) ſwear, that can. 
ſearcely ſbeak ; and ſee them perfe& in 


their 


their Father's. Language , before they 
are old enough to ſpeak their Mothers 


Tongue, 


But tho in the heinous Properties, 


of this Vice I might find cauſe enough 
to Juſtify more fierceneſs than T have 
expreſt againſt it ; yet ſhould T be ex- 
 tremely loth, with many ( much better 
ftord with Zeal than Charity ) to doom 
.all thoſe to Hell, that through frailty 
or temptation ſometimes let [lip an Oath. 
| For ſo ſevere a Sentence may perhaps 
* concern too many , Whoſe addiftedneſs 
to other, not to greater fins than ours, 
makes often all the difference of our 
Guilts : And who in ſpite of all their 
ſlips and ſtumbles by the way, may by 
Repentance arrive ſafely at the Hea- 
venly Canaan : And therefore T ſhall 
conclude what has been ſaid of Swearing, 
with this ſenſe of it, That *tis a'Sin 
too Heinous to excuſe Negle&, and 


too YVenial ( if Tmay ſo ſpeak ) juſtly 


to beget Deſpair. R 2 
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Have too niuch Paflion for 
your Perſon, to have any 
Complaifance for yourFaults; 
and ſtill hayglov'd you at ſo high 
a rate, that I had rather hazard 
the Loſs of your AﬀeCtion, than 


1h, 


; decline 


/ | 
/ 
"4 ' 


A Diſſuſs ve 


Jathine any Proofs of the Rea- 
lity of mine. ?*Tis not that I 
am not as unwilling to employ 
 Cenſure, as I..am confident you 
\ will be troubled to have necel- 
\ Firated" ir from me ; bur (all 
confider'd) I have 'too much 
Friendſhip, to have Courtſhip 
enough to let ſlip fo fair an 
 opportunity-as' your forc'd Con- 
verlation with Cleander , to ſhew 
you in him che Deformity of a 
Vice , from which -I wiſh you 
were as free as from all other 
Crimes. 


"=— 
k 
\ 
\ 
\ 


Certainly , if, Curſes were | as. 
much' the Badges of a Gentle- 


Ls 
Ws 


man as” he thinks, them ; -- men 
would: not gueſs him co: be of 


a lower Order than tht t of 'Em-» 
portrg” And if the vil were 


\ 


ro 


\ k 


from Gurſg. 


to fetch all thoſe he' bids thim 
' !Take, his Water-Dog: would not- 
have half ſo buſy an Employ-' 
-ment ; {Hell would have cauſe 
_ to praiſe his Liberality ; and 
' were not.) Satan ſtill the': Father 
of Lies, | he could not. but ac- 
knowledge, That none of the 
Seven Deadly Sins, ( nor. per- 
haps all together FY ſent thither 
| half ſo many. If I thought Cle- 
_ 'ander would: take it for a Diſ- 
_ Juaſion,:; that I proved; Curling 
to be a Sin;, I could be as' rea- 
. dy co ibring Prohibitions of it 
out ' of ' Scripture , as he' is . to 
tranſgreſs -them; The Prophet 
David (imitated by the, A "oftle 
'Paul ) makes, it the: Charagter 


of the. wicked ,. ' That - his mouth pau. to. 


is:full of - curſing. And in another ,, 


A Thar they curſe inwardly. Pl, 62.4. 
C 


And 


4 A Diſſuafroe 
And ſuitably to;'his own Do- 
 2$m. 16, trine., jw Shim, ( equalling 
-&13- his Curſes to 'the 'Number. of 
his' ſteps) raild at him with as 
many: Imprecations as he deſer- 

ved Bleffings , .he''did/ not ( to 

1 Per. 4.9. {peak St. Peter's Language ) ren- 
der evil” for evil , or © \railing for 
_ _ railing; but only anſwers, Let 
2Sam. 16. Him curſe, it may be- the Lord-will 
"2 Took wpon mine affliftion., and that 
the Lord" will requite- me good for 

his curſing this day. Our. Saviour 

Mat. 5.44. Commands us 'to bleſs even thoſe 
that curſe us ; nay, leſs 'them that 
Rom 12. Per ſecute Jon. _ (lays St. Paul ) 
and curſe not. dito ſhew you 

that it was not "only his Phocere 

bue his ' PraRtice , being .reviled 

« (lays he ) we bleſs ; 6 Ap perſe- 

12, 5 euted we fuſfer it ; being defam'd 
wwe Mitreat. Imagine: then. you 
ED hear 


from Gunſang. 


hear the Apoſtle: Gaying ;-as in 


5 


one! lace he. does, Be Ye. follow- __ Ir; 


8&5 of mit; as Tſe am of Chriſt; © 


| +»ho ( lay $ another Apoſtle ) when 1Pet.2 2,23, 


.Þe' wh JIviled , reviled not again; 
_ "heni be ſuffered, he threatned not , 
 4buit committed himſelf to him that 
jpilgeth righeouſhy. And in effect, 
when upon the Samaritan Clowns 

refuſal ro receive Chrift, the two 


Viery- -ſpirited. Diſciples deſired ws 


| tarve to call down Fire from ** 
Heayen { tos conſume thoſe by the 
Fary of 'that ative Element, 
who: rrefiis'd Entertainment to 
him" thar (created it) our Savi- 
"our atifivers , but with a Re- 
bike , and telling them, Thar 
they knew rot E*y manner of ſpirit 
_ were of. 
#- then, in ſpite of Provoca- 
rions we - ate; enjoin'd to return 
Va 9-2 © Prayess 


John 13. 


.35- 


A Diſjuaſive 


Prayers for  Maledi&tions, ſure 


we. that .are forbidden to. retri- 
| bute Curſes, are. much more pro- 
. hibited. ro. laviſh them. | And if 
we.-will:.take the pains, to ſhrive, 
and to..look back.into their Pe- 
 digree,. we may..difcern in them 
a Hereditary Guiltineſs;. and ſhall 
"find, them. ſinful -( if. may, ſo 


_ tpe ak.) 'by Traduction; , \they 


_ bur. "ah Emanations and 
 Sallies..of a Temper extremely 
unconſonant to. Chriſtianity ; , of 
which 'our Saviour, makes Love 
the diſtinguiſhing Signature : And 


[Tim.1.5. St, Paul. tells us,-T bat the end of 


I Cor. 13 


Oc. 


4; 


the commandment is charity. Of 
which in, another'-place he gives 


this Charater ,.. That. Charity ſuf- 


” fereth long , and is kind. ; Joh not- 


behave it ſelf unſeemly , beareth all 
things, is not eaſily provok' d; with 
many 


from: Curſing. i - 


many ' other - properties. of 'the 
ſame nature. 'Inſomuch., 'that 
St.” John {cruples not to affirm | 


that if a man ſay, I love God, and 1 John 4. 


| hateth bis brother, be is a lyar; ( as © 
"= a.07 yam things inconſiſt- 
and uniting things diſtant- 
+ off victes the 'two Poles of Hea- 
ven): And therefore - when 
"St. James, ſpeaking of the Tongue 
with a certain kind of wonder, 


in theſe terms, Therewith bleſs we "I 3 


| God", even the father ; and there- 9:'* 


With curſe we men that. are made 
| after the fimilitude of God : Out of - 
the ſame mouth proceedeth bleſſing 
and curſing ; he adds, My brethren 
theſe things ought we jo to be. 
And ſurely too, the Goſpel teach- 
es us, that theſe Aſſaſſinates and 
Murders of the Hearr, for being 
Bloodleſs are not therefore Guilt- 


' Jeſs. But 


| 4 Diſſeue 


_ 7: granting the fin -to be as 
venial as indeed: tis heinous; (and 
that by uſing | Cutſes -men .did 
not mexit /them)) \ yet: certainly 
the} Mulcitude of ,Cleander's \Fanlcs 
would: »give them chat Danger 
that iis pretended to! be want» 
| ing to their Nature; and” he 
that ' conſiders that thoſe little 
drops:of Rain, whichſſingle ſeem 
bur dy 20 many Liquid. Atoms, do 
- often ( united \by their Conflu- 
ence') \{well into Torrents, .nay, 
(-ſometimes') into Deluges, will 
eaſily believe that Curſes can- 
not + but 'be extremely criminal - 
| in«that Cleander ,: that: curſes as-if 
he were an' Inhabirant of | Mount 
Ebal; and who is ſo reſolved 
not to: keep |the Devil's' Coun- 
ſel by concealing any impious 
ſuggeſtions , that : were but his 
| Prayers 


from. Cuifeng, 9 


Prayers as frequent as his Cur- 

\ſes,, he would ſeem to obey li- i Trec.5. 
terally that qualified Injun&ionof *7 
theApoſtle,of praying without ceaſing. 

--,, I might add, that in moſt of 

theſe Imprecations, God's Sacred 

Name being clearly.taken in vain, 

- renders thele Ebalites guilty. of 
the breach as well of the Se- 

.cond Commandment of the Firſt, 

.as of the great Commandment 
-of the Second Table ; unleſs they 

will juſtify themſelves from that 

' Crime , by the owning of a 

worſe; I mean , demonſtrate, 

\ That they 483 not employ God's 
Name to no purpoſe, by 'confeſ- 

_ ſig they employ'd it to a bad one. 
And now this laſt Confidera- 

-tion leads me to that of the 
' »Unreaſonableneſs of Curling ; 
+ For it is not a fir thing , that 


f 


[i 
- 
» 
Dif ; 
FF 1 8 
* % , 


_ upon every little Accident that 
© Cleander's vex'd at, the Creatures 
of God 'muſt. inftancly change 
Maſters, and devyolye'to the De- 
vil. Were-it not very juſt, thar 
God' ſhould be the Executioner 
of all 'the raſh Decrees his pet- 
riſh-Paſſion makes ; and his Crea- 
cor's Power ſhould have no other 
Employment, bur to run on Er- 
por 1 ( at the Moody Gentle- 
man's beck') often repugnant to 
his Juſtice, and ever to his 
Mercy? 

Nay, how often. las: Clemder 
in 'his" Pafion 'wel'd things , 
whoſe Accompliſhment himſelf 
confeſſes would have made him 
miſerable? And: is it then either 
the. part of a Good Man to make 
Wiſhes that.are unlawful, or for 


a Wiſe Man to frame Deſi ires of 
which. 
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which he-need repent the Grant ? 
One Imprecation amongſt the reſt. 
Cleander's very ready in, which 
_ (withas little Caution as he come 
- monly obſerves) I would not 
| have pronounc'd for as many 
' Kingdoms as he has us'd it times, 
and that's, The Devil take me. For 
" ſhould God ( as we are ſure he 
© may, and know not but that he 
will ) give the Devil leave to 
"take him at his word, in what a 
"caſe were he? And what Curb 
ſhall we henceforward - think 
Rrong enough to bridle his Cor- 
ruption, when whar to the wick- 
'edeſt is the greateſt Terror, he 
makes his wiſh? 


There was ſome years ſince 
in Geneva, an Talian, ( both by 
Extraction and Humour ) who 


. Oo riding 


A Diſſuaſrue 


riding a handſome Mare in a (o- 
licary Angle, was by the Devil 
ſedue'd .ro fraltion "By himſelf. 
The” Fact once done, the Horror 
of a Crime that made him more 
a Beaſt than that''on which he 
aRed it, tranſported him ſo far, 
2s to-make \him give. himſelf to 
the Devil, if ever after he re- 
laps'd : Buc ſome while after , 
forgerting both his Conſcience , 
and the condition. of his Vow , 
he was fatally tempted -to re- 
pear | his | former Beaſtlineſs in 
the ſelf- ſame place ; which he 
had ſcarce compleared , before 
the Devil appearing to him vi- 
fibly, remembers hum of his for- 
gotten Promiſe, and claims the 
Forfeiture: The trembling Wretch, 
to avoid the being hurried away 
ROOY from hs Hell he felt, 


oe; 


\. to that he fear'd, compounds 
_ with the Devil to reſign him his 

"Soul ar the expiration of a li- 
_ "mired Reprieve : Burt before thac 
->time came to be efflux, it plea- 


- and the place of his Reſidence 
.-with the Plague ; which rowzing 
- his ſear'd and lethargick. Con- 
_*Tcience,, forc'd. him to expreſſi- 
ons of his Anguiſh unnſual e- 
-nough to make- his Companions 
—Zinquiſtrive.into the Cauſe ; which 
Zhaving fully and circumſtantial- 
by confeſt, he was after his Re- 
**covery, upon that Evidence, ac- 
"*cus'd of having carnally abus'd 
a Beaſt, and having made a Com- 
"pact with the Devi; which lar- 
ter, though upon a Repentance 
"ſuitable to his Sin, God's Mercy 
-*&id diſannul, yet the Juſtice of 
* T 2 the 


13 


*>ſed God to viſit both himſelf 
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the Magiſtrate did for the former 


Crime condemn him to. a Death 
he richly had deſerved, and pe- 
nitently endured. ' This Story I 


thought not impertinent to. in- 
| Rance in, to teach us how dan- 
gerous and unſafe. it is to pre- 


ſent that to the Devil, for which 
Chriſt ſhed his Blood; and (with 
more warinels than  Cleander can 
pretend to) to offer that to one 


| that is greedy to ſnatch (and 
;therefore ſurely willing to accept ) 
that which the whole buſineſs of 


Religion is to defend and reſcue 
from his Attempts. The Story 
it ſelf may teach us, that though 
we are never to deſpair of God's 
Mercy, we areas {e]dom topro- 
yoke his Juſtice. I have given 
ic you inthe very Words of our 


Friend Mr, Boyle, who had ic up- 


ON 
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- -on the /place from an excellent 
\-.. Divine of that Republick ; | ro 


"ut 


. whom the Delinquent himſelf Sp 


confeſt ir, as to him that was. af. 


: ſignd-to patafacr and afliſt him 


' at nt Death. And the Inſtances 
© are-not unfrequent' in | the moſt 
credited Authors, of thoſe whole 
” Imprecations God has puniſh'd by 
- granting them. 


But 1 had almoſt fargen to men- 


- tion one opportunity co which 


the ' Devil is indebred for a vaſt 
” number of Cleander's Curſes, and 
- that's his Gaming ; for the leaſt 
*Frown of Chance upon bim then, 
© gives Fire to whole Volleys of 
' Curſes againſt Fortune ;'if atleaſt 
_ they deſerve not a more heinous 
- Title than. barely that of Curſes, 
"who in ſeyerer mens Opinions 
are 
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© Prov. I6. 


mon does diſcreetly affirm, That 


33- 


A Diſſuaſzve 
are guilty of an ( at leaſt) Im- 
plicite Blaſpheming ; ſince Solo- 


all theſe croſs and happy Lucks at 
Play are not raſhly or defignleſly 
ſhuffled by a blind Hazard, but 


are diſpenſed | by an All-ruling 


Providence. 


I determine not here, Whether 
theſe Words of the Wiſe Man 
( according to the receiv'd Opini- 


on of Divines) may be extended 


to. an abſolute Sentence of Con- 
demnation againſt all Games of 


Hazard; but this I know , thar 


(not to inſiſt oo that Injunction of 


_ God to the Jews, Be circumſpef, 


Exod. 23: 
I3. 


and make no mention of the names of 


other gods, neither let it be heard out 
of thy mouth; ) it is very unfic that 
under the Sunſhine of Chriſtiani- 


TY, 


- by 
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from, Canſrng. 
ty, we ſhould build' or repait the 


ruin'd Altars of depos'd Chanch, - 


and acknowledge a blind Deity ; 
that under the abuſed name of 


- Fortune, Fools anciently / were 
' pleas'd to create a Goddeſs, and 


- ſinners now diſſemble to miſtake 


* for ſome ſuch thing ,; that they 


' may. unreproved controul and 
* cenſure thoſe Heavenly Diſpenſa- 


\ tions their proud and peeviſh na- 
tures are diſpleaſed with. I know 
that many unforeſeen Accidents, 
- which the Ignorant Vulgar do im- 


, pute to Fortune, are by God in 
the Scriptures aſcribed to Provi- 


" dence; And therefore you muſt 


© give me leave, both to take no- 
' tice of, and diſapprove that un- 


grateful expreſſion of our Lan- 
guage, wherein ( to juſtify our 


* Unthankfyulneſs for the Benefits 


%* 
Y a 


we 
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we have received) we uſe to call 
God's Bleffing to a man in his 
outward Poll:ſions, his © Fortune ; 
as if our Eftates were Gifts blind- 
ly caſt on us by the raſh Profuſc- 
neſs of that fond Deity, and not 
the Emanations of God's Bounty, 
and Preſents of 'his Providence. 
Old Jacob's Gratitude ' ſpeaketh 
another ſtrain, and will not men- 
tion his/Wealch ( though never ſo 
juſtly the Wages of his proſperd 
Induſtry ) without acknowledg- 


ing it forthe Gift of God, 


But fince ' this much-abuſed 
Name of ' Fortune has preſented it 
ſelf in -my way, I dare not take 
leaveof” it, till I have expreſs'd a 
defire that men would 'be more 
wary how they defame- her , leſt 


through the ſides of Fortune they 


affront 


# f 


from' Gurſong. 
_ affront Providence. If Fortune 
- under 'the common Notion, had 
feed me to be her Advocate; I 
> ſhould alledge , That Gameſters 
.._ of all others, have the leaſt Ju- 
© tice co complain of her Disfa- 
_ yours, fince the Succeſs of the one 
'® abſolucel depending upon the 
Loſſes 7M the other , they them- 


_ ſelves reduce Fortune to'a Necel. 


= ity of diſobliging ſome of them, 


- by rendring it impoſſible for her. 


.*to content them all. And I would 


add, That what we fondly call 
- her Inconſtancy, when ſhe ſome- 
-*rimes forſakes thoſe ſhe once 
"-ſmild on, is mach more pro- 
- perly to be aſcribed to the Juſtice 
© of her Goodneſs, and the Exten- 


' fiveneſs of her AﬀeCtion to men; 


© fince ſeeing ſhe is not able to malls | 


them all  compleatly happy at 
u once, 


A. Diſjaſzue 


once, .at leaft ſhe endeayours to 
make them - fortunate by. turns, 
and for ſome Interyals of time. 


Nor is it her Fickleneſs, that in 
purſuance of this impartial Love 
{he ſeerms to deſert her former Fa- 
vourites,, when ſhe confers her 
Favours on new Perſons, ſince ſhe 
bereaves not the firſt poſleſſors of 
them with intention, bur only by 
conſequent ; as being. nor able to 
lend her benefits. to new Necefli- 
ties, without redemanding them 
of her former Debtors; whom, 
otherwiſe, ſhe has as little deſign 
to offend by this tranſplacing of 
her bounries, as the Sun has to be- 
night the . Antipodes, when to 
bring Light:inco our Hemiſphere 
he” is neceflitated to leavethem in 


darkneſs. 
"Tis 


*Tis not the malice or -inſtabi- 
- lity of Fortune, but our miſtakes 
. of the nature of her Preſents, that 
occaſion our Complaints; for we 
_ miſtaking thoſe Benefits for abſo- - 

- Jately given'to us, which are in- 
- deed/but depoſited i in our hands, 
_ Tepine and murmur at. their reſti- 
- rution, inftead of being thankful 
- for their Loan, and having had . 
" their uſe, And ſurely they that 
_prerend to be ſo perfeR in her in- 
. conſtancy, muſt "i guilty of more 

- madneſs jn truſting .her, | than 
hecan be of treachery in deceiv- 
fy ing them, 

- But were Ito frame an Apolo- 
"gy tovindicate Fortune under the 
" notion of -Providence,, I might 
. repreſent, that what we attribute 
of her envious partiality, when 
; ſhe does ſhower moſt Favours on 


ts thole 
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thoſe that leaſt deſerve them, is 

- bur the effe& of God's immenſer 

Bounty, that gives even them a 

harger portion of Pleaſures in this 

' life, to whom he reſerves none at 

all in the next ; and withal cafts a 

diſeſteem | upon. theſe” glittering 

Goods, Fools over-value, by heap- 

_ Ing them upon his very , Ene- 
mies. | Ly 

might farther alledge, That 

what our diſcontents , call For- 

rune's Spitefulneſs, and her. In- 

juſtice, when ſhe ſeems to perſe- 

cute thoſe moſt, that are moſt 

Vircuous, is in effe&t but God's 

Care”of his Children, which by 

theſe Aflictions. both Exerciſes 

and improves their Piety , ſecures 

them. from the Allurements - of 

Proſperity, endears his Affiſtances 

I and his Recompences by theſe 

| | difficulties ; 


from Girſng. 
difficulties; which both add 
_ Luftte to their Viories ,. and 


make their Vertues more Exem-. 


5 plary and more Meritorious. 

 - And (Laſtly) I might ſay, 
- That what we miſcall Inconſtancy 
* in, Fortune, when her Changes 
. "invalidate che title of Preſcription 
"to her Favours, and make their 
s reſidence (when poſleſs'd) as in- 
certain as their wiſh'd ſtay is wel- 
— come; is indeed but a merciful 
Z ; Rraragem of Providence, to wean 
© us from a dangerous fondneſs of 
-. theſe tranſitory Goods ; left if 
- the continuance of cheir fruition 
 wefe as certain as the content- 
- ments of it are great, weſhould 


Fu neglecting forfeit all nobler 


\ Joys, and loſe far greater Plea- 
| ; ures reſerved for us in Heaven. 


Bur 


Gen. 25. 
33- 
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Bur we have too long wander- 
ed from our Theme ; let us re- 
turn to. Cleander and his Curling ; 
which over and-above thoſe other 
good qualities we have already ob- 
ſerv'd in it, has that of being a 
Sin as. uſeleſs as it is Unchriſtian. 
All other Vices have ſomething to 


extenuate their Guilt ; all other 
Sinners ſerve Satan for his Pay ; - 
.-but the Curler, (as the Swearer ) 


is the Devil's Volunteer, valuing 
his Soul ſo cheaply , that ſome 


ſuſpe&t, that. the reaſon of irs 
ſtay in the Body, is, that the 


Devil ſcarce thinks it worth the 
fetching : And certainly , Eſan's 
Bargain, who fold his Birth-right 


for a Meſs of Pottage, becomes 


no more abſurd when parallell'd 


to . this; which makes thoſe it 


Damns as much admir'd for their 


folly 
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- folly, | astormented for their fits ; 5 
Fo and} © caſts upon them the impitz, 
' tation of Madneſs, ' that it des 
- prives them of the privilege of 
 -Mad-men; for whereas Frantick 
y + | Perſons ( who innocently a& all 
- Crimes) may Kill men without 
 hhatthr, yg Curſer (on the 
{ . other fide ) does Murther without 
* | Killing. | 
7. -| Cleander may indeed give him- 
2 car to the Devil by bis Curſes, but 
never his Enemy ; for if Solomon's 
* Anthority be credited in this 

; point, we ſhall believe that, as Prov. 6. 
, . the bird by wandering, as the ſwallow* 
hb flying , ſo the curſe cauſleſ's ſhall 
> #0t come. But the beſt on'r is, that 
” theſe Intentional Sins, for being : 
| ineffectual againſt others, diveſt [ 
= not the being criminal in cthem=- f 
' ſelves: For the Curſer is as un- þ 
charitable 


A Diſuaſrve 
thoſe that leaſt deſerve them, is 
* bur the effe&t of God's immenſer 
Bounty, that gives/even them a 
larger portion of Pleaſures in this 
' life, to whom he relerves none at 
all in the next ; and withal cafts a 
diſeſteem upon: theſe glittering 
Goods, Fools over-value, by heap- 
ing them upon -his very , Ene- 
ies.” 20s Poriwy 
I'might farther alledge, That 
what our diſcontents, call For- 
rune's Spitefulneſs , and her In- 
juſtice, when ſhe ſeems to perſe- 
cute thoſe moſt, that are moſt 
Vircuous, is in effe&t but God's 
Care of his Children, which. by 
theſe Aflitions. both Exerciſes 
and improves their Piety , ſecures 
them - from the. Allurements of 
Profpericy, endears his Afſiftances 
and his Recompences by theſe 
2077-4) | difficulcies ; 


from Girſfmg. 


difficulties ; . which both 


 Luftre to their Vi&ories, , and 


add 


>, make their Vertues more Exem-. 


| plary and more Meritorious. 


And (Laſtly) I might ſay, 


J That what we miſcall Inconftancy 
'. in, Fortune, when her Changes 
_ invalidate che title of Preſcription 
- to her Fayours, and make their 
@ reſidence (whenp oflels'd) asin- 
certain as their wiſh'd ſtay is wel- 
= come; is indeed but a merciful 
ftraragem of Providence, to wean 
= us from a dangerous fondneſs of 
-. theſe tranſitory Goods ; leſt if 
” the continuance of heir fruition 
gets as certain as the content- 
- ments of ir are great, weſhould 


_ by negleQing forfeit all nobler_ 
| Joys, and loſe far greater Plea- 
| lures reſerved for us in Heaven. 


Burt 


extenuate their Guilt ; 


Gen. . 25. 


ſuſpect, 


to . this ; 


A Diſſuſece 


Bur we have too long-wander- 
ed. from our Theme; let us re- 


turn to Cleander and his Curſi ing ; 


which over and-above thole other 
good qualities we have already ob- 


ſerv'd in it, has that of being a 


Sin as. uſeleſs as it is Unchriftian. 
All other Vices have vn ol 


Sinners ſerve Satan for his Pay ; 


but the Curler, (as the Swearer ) 


is the Devil's Volunteer, valuing 
his Soul ſo cheaply , that ſome 
that. the reaſon of its 
ſtay in the Body, is, that the 
Devil ſcarce thinks it worth the 
ferching : And certainly , Eſan's 


| Bargain, who ſold his Birth-right 
fob's 2 Meſs of Pottage, becomes 


no more abſurd when parallel/'d 
which makes thoſe it 
Damns as much admir d for their 


folly, 


all other 
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folly, astormented for their fil nis ; 
and ſo caſts upon them the impit,, 
tation of Madneſs, ' that it de-- 
ves them of the privilege of 
= men ; for whereas Frantick 
. Perſons ( who innocently a& all 
-. Crimes) may Kill men without 
© ther, he Curſer (on the 
p other fide) does Murther without 
2 Killing g. 
Cleander ray indeed give him- 
- ſelf to the Devil by his Curſes, but 
© never his Enemy ; for if Solomon's 
| Authority be credited 'in this 
; point, we ſhall believe that, as Prov. 6. 
© the bird by wandering, as the ſwallow* 
'S flying, ſo the curſe cauſleſ's ſhall 
© wot come. But the beſt on'c is, that 
T theſe Intentional' Sins, for being 
© ineffectual againſt others, diveſt 
* not the being criminal in them- 
-felyes : : For the Curſer is as un-. 
Charitable 
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chafitable to himſelf as to his 
Enemies ; .he commits Muxders 
without ating them; and. con- 
tracts the Guilt of his Neighbours 
Blood, without ſhedding it ; and 
incurs the Penalty, without once 
taſting the Sweetnels of Revenge. 
For 'tis not only in Good that God 
. accepts the Will for the Deed ; he 
makes the ſame reception to: our 
Endeavours. and Deſigns of Il]. 
And juſtly may God./puniſh: the 
Wl by us intended, tho by him 
prevented, ſince that diſappoint- 
meac in which we think to find 
-our juſtification,. is not the effect 
of our. want of Malice , but'our 
want of Power, and fo does not 
excuſe our Ill, but magnifies God's 
Goodneſs. Ler us therefore ceaſe 
ro wonder, that whilſt we curſe 
one another, our Maker curſes 
us; 
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5 god a 9% Plague is ſ@,ra- 
ngan our rows lo 4-4 hi , | 


1 that - Pg praying, againf | hi 
*. - Enemies,Pro Miad tewy God pa 
Wu 4 he loved pp ( lays he). fo Pfal. 1og; 
E 3: It LY > ﬀ he rag $7498. 
| ed not in mg, [a ilet it be far 
fo bim..: 4s. be (loathe: bimſelf 
"with Guns: like as with his C 
'* ment. , 90 let it come into his Baw- 
i  ols like Water, and like Oil into his 
* Bones. $2 
| I might yer. EE all ge, 
— That Curſes are; of ſp culpable 
' Nature, that their very Apo 
bo * concludes them Guilcy, by 
leading them tobe Idle Words: 
” And I ah add to all the. paſt yy. cs; 
| Diſhes The-Ill-Repute that 35. 
- Curſes gain a man, amongſt/the 
| ne Scrupulous and Preciſer 4 
X 0 


\ 


A Diſſuaſrve 
of People;, who judging of the 
greatneſs of the Vice , by. the 
{mallneſs of 'the Advaritage that 
is derivable from ic, will hardly 
believe him-to be che owner of 
much Piery, that will Slight it up- 
on ſo little a Temptation. 'And 
thoſe of our Divines that hold 
Curſes to be the Diale& of 'the 
Reprobates in .Hell, will think 
ic but an ominons Piece-of Pro- 
vidence in' (leander to” imitate 
Travellers, who uſe to accuſtom 
thamGlvcs before-hand to the 
Language 'of thoſe Climes they 
deſign ro Viſit. Bur the - laſt 
Conſideration that I ſhall employ 
to perſuade you to diveſt, with 

"the PraQtice of uſing Curſes, the 
' 'means of Provoking them, and the 
Fears of ſuffering them ; is that 
of the ſcandal this vicious Cuſtom 
gives to weaker Chriſtians, And as 


the 


| from Curſong. 29 


the former Conſiderations relate 
properly to Cleandex,,ſo.this I muſt 
more. peculiarly addreſs to You, 
whoſe Vertues have acquir'd you, 
ſo high. a -Reverence, :that they 
\ have pur it in your Power, not on- 
ly co excule, but almoſt co Cano- 
nize the worſt Actions by your 
Example; and therefore ought to 
make you ſo much the more Wa- 
Ty and Strift in your Behaviour : 

Since men believing it impoſſible 
to fail in imitating you, your Ex- 
emplary Faults will contract a 
deeper Guilc by being Preſidents, 
than by being Sins. 

Bur, Sir, {eſt Iſhouldgive you 
| too Juſt an occaſion to encreaſe 
\ the number of your Curſes, by 
beſtowing ſome freſh ones upon 
my tedioulnels, | willnow put aPe- 
riod to your trouble, by ſaying to 


you as once our Saviour did to the 
| young 


A Diſjafve 
youhg man in the Goſpel, ( that 
ſo relembled you in the Poſſeffion 
of ſo many Vertues ) One thing thon 

Mat. 19. [zckeſt (yet) ; and that one thing in 

| ou is bur, by Sacrificing your Ha- 
bitude of Curſing, to make your 
ſelf capable of as tranſcendent 
Blefſings as conſtantly are im- 
plord for yon, by 9:6; 


S133 | 


Tour moſt. Affeftionate, moſt Faiths 
ful, and moſt Humble Servant, 


_ W. D: 
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